
Zoning & Sign Bylaw Review 

Presentation to the Chamber – April 6, 2017 



Why Review the Zoning Bylaw? 
• To improve user-friendliness and clarity 

for all users 
• To respond to current development 

issues and modernize our regulations 
• To implement Pemberton’s Official 

Community Plan and policies 
• To provide regulations for newly 

incorporated properties 
• To implement sustainable objectives 

 
Who is Involved: 
• VoP Mayor & Council 
• VoP Development Services Department 

& Planning Consultant 
• Residents and Landowners 
• Local Businesses 
• Chamber of Commerce 
• Development Industry 

 
 

Why Review the Zoning Bylaw? 

Certain Focus Group Meetings are 
Planned: 
 

• Airport Users Group 
• Industrial Park Businesses 
• Home-based Businesses 
• Downtown / Portage Road 

Businesses 
• Developers 
• Boundary Extension Land Owners 
 
Public Input: 
• Open House – Fall 2017 
• Public Hearing – Winter 2017 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The existing Zoning Bylaw was adopted in 2001, and is in need of review. In Feb 2017, the review of the Zoning and Sign Bylaw was identified by Council as a Strategic Priority.  Staff have hired a consultant to assist with the review, and consultation with stakeholders is a very important part of this process.



Examples of Zoning Issues to be Addressed 
• Definitions – update & modernize 
• Density – consistently use tool such as Floor Area Ratio (FAR) 
• Home-based Businesses – ensure minimal impacts to neighbours 
• Landscaping Requirements – buffering, screening, beautification 
• Multiple Unit Residential – Simplify & reduce the number of zones 
• Minimum Parcel Areas – subdivision requirement 
• Parking Regulations – “right-size” based on Village requirements 
• Secondary Suites – review regulations permitting their use 
• Storage Containers – clarify use and permitted locations 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Zoning affects all residents, businesses and land owners. Some of the issues that staff have recognized include: Definitions – the clearer the terms are defined, the easier a bylaw is to interpret and enforce, many terms are outdated, need to update our Definitions; Density– currently only site-coverage is used in certain zones and we need tool for measuring and limiting density on a lot such as Floor Area Ratio FAR is the number found by dividing the total floor area of all buidings on  a lot by the lot area; Home-based businesses – many benefits to operating a home-based business besides the obvious tax implications; less commuting; ability to easily adapt to changes; flexible work hours; and a way to test out a new business without making a huge investment. But the intent of such businesses are to easily fit into a residential setting, which means no negative impacts to your neighbours – no excessive noise, toxic odours, heat or glare, it must be conducted entirely within the interior of the principal building or accessory building (except in a few cases like a home day-care); be limited to a certain amount of space, and have minimal impact to neighbourhood;  Multiple Unit Residential – currently a lot of different zones, some Comprehensive Development, each with their own individual density – simplify and decrease the amount of zones; Minimum Parcel Areas not defined in certain zones making it difficult to assess subdivision applications; Parking – requirements need to be updated to reflect the transportation reality of today; reflect alternative methods of transportation bikes, car shares, & electric vehicles; Secondary Suites – only one per residential unit; must be above FCL and off-street parking requirements must be met; Storage Containers –are considered structures, permitted under Zoning but does not mean they can be placed without permits and must be above FCL and not to be used as habitable space unless it meets all bylaw and code requirements – not intended to be onerous, helps to control the use and safety of these structures.



Why Review the Sign Bylaw? 
 
• To update the current 1995 Bylaw 
• To simplify the Bylaw and make it easier 

to understand & conform to 
• To respond to current marketing trends 

in advertising 
• To be more in line with present practices 

 
Examples of Issues: 

 
• Definitions 
• Graphic Examples 
• Fee Schedule 
• Sandwich boards 
• Enforcement  
• Application procedures 
• Alignment with the Development Permit 

Areas and Zoning Bylaw 
 

 

Why Review the Sign Bylaw? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The current Sign Bylaw primarily regulates signage on private property – in order to control commercial and industrial areas keep it uncluttered. classy and appropriate to the character of our Village. Pemberton’s current sign bylaw preferences clean simple signage – nothing too flashy, too bright or too imposing. The existing Zoning Bylaw Needs a comprehensive reboot, as it was adopted in 1995. Many municipalities in British Columbia control signage to ensure that commercial/industrial areas remain uncluttered. Staff have found a number of issues with the current Sign Bylaw that they wish to address in the new Sign Bylaw.
In Feb 2017, the Zoning and Sign Bylaw was identified by Council as a Strategic Priority. 



Sign Types 

Mural 

Banner Window 

Hanging 
Building 
Directory 

Comprehensive 

Development 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The following types of signs are permitted: Projecting; Freestanding, Fascia, Awning, Hanging, Window, Building Directories, Traffic Control Size, Election Signs, Special Events Signs, Real Estate Signs, Contractor Signs
The following are not permitted – Billboards, Revolving, Banner Signs, Mural Signs, Sandwich Boards, Flashing, Animated, automatic electronic changeable copy signs, moving signs

The review will be looking at all the currently permitted and prohibited signage to 
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Consultation 
We are Seeking Your Input! 
 
• The Village of Pemberton is seeking input 

from the public on proposed changes to the 
Zoning Bylaw & the Sign Bylaw. 

 

Engage with us!  
 
• Industrial Park Businesses – April 24th 
• Home-based Businesses – April 25th  
• Airport Users – April 25th 
• Downtown /Portage Road Businesses - TBA 
 
Visit our website 
www.pemberton.ca 
 
Contact Staff  
lpedrini@pemberton.ca; 604-894-6135, ext. 234 

 
Connect with us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/Pemberton 
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