VILLAGE OF PEMBERTON
-REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA Agenda for the Regular Meeting of Council of the Village of Pemberton to be held Tuesday, February 7, 2017, at
5:30 p.m. at the Council Chambers, 7400 Prospect Street. This is Meeting No. 1443.
“This meeting is being recorded on audio tape for minute-taking purposes as authorized by the Village of
Pemberton Audio recording of Meetings Policy dated September 14, 2010.”
Item of Business

1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Page
No.

1

Recommendation: THAT the Agenda be approved as presented.
3. RISE WITH REPORT FROM IN CAMERA (CLOSED)
4.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
a) Regular Council Meeting No. 1442 – Tuesday, January 17, 2017

4

Recommendation: THAT the minutes of Regular Council Meeting No. 1442, held Tuesday,
January 17, 2017, be adopted as circulated.
5.

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

6.

COMMITTEE MINUTES - FOR INFORMATION
There are no Committee Minutes for presentation.

7.

DELEGATIONS
There are no delegations scheduled for this meeting.

8. REPORTS
a) Operations & Development Services
i.

Squamish-Lillooet Regional District – Regional Growth Strategies Proposed
Minor Amendments
Recommendation: THAT the Squamish Lillooet Regional District be informed that
the Village of Pemberton is supportive of the proposed SLRD Squamish-Lillooet
Regional District Growth Strategy Bylaw No. 1062, 2008, Amendment (Growth
Management) Bylaw.

b) Mayor’s Report

c) Councillor Reports
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20

9. BYLAWS
a) Third and Fourth Reading
i. Village of Pemberton Zoning Amendment (Marihuana Operations)
Bylaw No. 809, 2017

35

Recommendation: THAT the minutes of the Public Hearing, held Tuesday, January
31, 2017, respecting Zoning Amendment (Marihuana Operations) Bylaw No. 809,
2017 be received for information.
Recommendation: THAT Council provide direction as to which option to proceed
with regarding Bylaw No. 809, 2017.

10. CORRESPONDENCE
a) For Action

i.

Heather O’Hara, Executive Director, and Wylie Bystedt, Board of Directors
President, BC Association of Farmers’ Markets, dated January 20, 2017,
regarding the BC Farmers’ Market Nutrition Coupon Program (FMNCP).

79

Recommendation: THAT Council provide direction.
ii.

Brenda McAuley, National President, Canadian Postmasters and Assistants
Association, dated January 23, 2017, regarding the reintroduction of postal
banking through Canada Post.

80

Recommendation: THAT Council provide direction.
iii.

Clare Greenberg, Executive Director, Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council,
dated January 26, 2017, requesting funding for 2017.

82

Recommendation: THAT the request for funding from the Sea to Sky Invasive
Species Council be refer to the 2017 budget deliberations.
iv.

Jamee Justason, Office Administrator and Intern Executive Coordinator,
LMLGA, dated January 27, 2017, regarding the 2017 Local Mainland Local
Government Association 2017 Call for Nominations for Executive and for
Resolutions for the 2017 Annual General Meeting.

104

Recommendation: THAT Council provide direction.

b) For Information
i.

R. Lynn Stevenson, Associate Deputy Minister, Ministry of Health, dated
January 11, 2017, regarding BC Emergency Health Services and Pemberton
Fire Department service sharing agreement follow up from UBCM.

113

ii.

Iain Weir-Jones, President, Weir-Jones Engineering Consultants Ltd., dated
January 12, 2017, regarding ShakeAlarm© Earthquake Early Warning
System.

114
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iii.

Carlee Cindric, Chair, Pemberton Winterfest, dated January 28, 2017,
regarding support for the 2017 Winterfest and a Certificate of Appreciation.

Recommendations: THAT Council receive the listed correspondence for information.
11. DECISION ON LATE BUSINESS
12. LATE BUSINESS
13. NOTICE OF MOTION
14. QUESTION PERIOD
15. ADJOURNMENT
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VILLAGE OF PEMBERTON
-REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTESMinutes of the Regular Meeting of Council of the Village of Pemberton held on Tuesday,
January 17, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. in Council Chambers, 7400 Prospect Street. This is Meeting
No. 1442.
IN ATTENDANCE:

Mayor Mike Richman
Councillor Ted Craddock
Councillor Karen Ross
Councillor Jennie Helmer
Councillor James Linklater

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:

Nikki Gilmore, Chief Administrative Officer
Sheena Fraser, Manager of Corporate & Legislative
Services
Tim Harris, Manager of Operations and Development
Services
Lisa Pedrini, Village Planner
Jill Brooksbank, Communications & Grants
Coordinator

Public:
31
_____________________________________________________________________
1. CALL TO ORDER
At 5:30 p.m. Mayor Richman called the meeting to order.
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Moved/Seconded
THAT the Agenda be approved as presented.
CARRIED
3. RISE WITH REPORT FROM IN CAMERA (CLOSED)
Council Rose with Report on the following items from the Regular In Camera No.
1442, held Tuesday, January 17, 2017:
a) Fire Service Agreement – Extension to February 28, 2017
Council supported an extension of the interim Fire Service Agreement between
the Village of Pemberton and the Squamish Lillooet Regional District to
February 28, 2017 to accommodate the conclusion of the legal review of the
Agreement and authorized the Mayor and CAO to execute the agreement.
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4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES
a) Regular Council Meeting No. 1441 – Tuesday, December 13, 2017
Moved/Seconded
THAT the minutes of Regular Council Meeting No. 1441, held Tuesday, January
17, 2017, be adopted as circulated.
CARRIED
5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
There was no business arising.
6. COMMITTEE MINUTES – FOR INFORMATION
There were no minutes to be received.
7. DELEGATIONS
There were no delegations scheduled for this meeting.
8. REPORTS
a) Operations & Development Services
i)

Pemberton Music Festival Temporary Use Permit Renewal
Mayor Richman advised that Council will be considering the Pemberton
Music Festival Temporary Use Permit Renewal Application and provided
an overview of how permitting is handled for these sorts of events noting
that the Temporary Use Permit is specific to the use of the land and the
Special Event Permit is specific to the operations of a special event such
as the Pemberton Music Festival.
Mayor Richman advised that the Festival crosses three jurisdictions and
as such permitting is also done through the Lil’wat Nation and through a
Temporary Use Permit process at the Squamish Lillooet Regional
District.
Mayor Richman noted that as this is an important matter for the
community, Council has agreed that it is appropriate for residents to have
an opportunity for input on the Temporary Use Permit renewal
application. As a result, a portion of the meeting will be open for
comment and input from the public.
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Mayor Richman set out the sequence of presentations for this portion of
the event and introduced Lisa Pedrini, Village Planner, to make a
presentation on the renewal application.
a. Presentation of the Temporary Use Permit Renewal Application
by Village Planner, Lisa Pedrini
Ms. Pedrini presented a report on the Pemberton Music Festival
Temporary Use Permit Renewal Application and outlined referral
agency comments received to date as presented in the staff report to
Council.
Ms. Pedrini noted that since the report was distributed, CN Rail had
provided comment related to safety issues along the rail lines. The
referral comments were distributed to Council for information.
As well, a letter of opposition from a resident of Reid Road in Area C
was read aloud for Council’s information.
Ms. Pedrini concluded by providing an overview of the staff
recommendation that supported the renewal of the Temporary Use
Permit subject to conditions as set out in the staff report.
Mayor Richman thanked Ms. Pedrini and asked Council if they had any
questions.
Councillor Helmer sought clarification with respect to the independent
monitoring report, who pays for it and what monitoring mechanisms are in
place.
Ms. Pedrini advised that the soil monitoring report is the Post Event
Closure Report that is prepared and submitted to the Agricultural Land
Commission (ALC) by the Pemberton Music Festival (PMF) each year and
is a requirement of the ALC Non-Farm Use authorization. The report is
paid for by PMF.
Ms. Nikki Gilmore, Chief Administrative Officer, advised that the Village
and SLRD work in cooperation with the Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations and Conservation Officers to monitor off site
environmental concerns.
Mayor Richman moved to open the meeting to the public and advised
those in attendance that consideration of a Temporary Use Permit by a
Local Government does not necessitate the need for a Public Hearing
unless it is being considered by way of a Bylaw. However, the Village is
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did post a notice that the renewal is being considered which was done in
the local papers and through our regular communication channels.
With regards the Pemberton Music Festival, in light of the fact that this is
such a large scale event, Council has decided to take the extra step to
open this meeting in order to give residents an opportunity to provide
input.
Mayor Richman reminded those in attendance that this is not a Public
Hearing and explained that everyone present who has an interest in the
Temporary Use Permit renewal shall be given a reasonable opportunity to
be heard or to present written submissions respecting the TUP Renewal at
this meeting. As well, the audience was advised that no one will be
discouraged or prevented from making their views known but asked that
remarks be related to Temporary Use Permit renewal Council is
considering.
Mayor Richman noted that each speaker will be provided up to two (2)
minutes to be heard and once everyone has had a chance to speak a first
time, those who wish to speak again may do so if they have new points to
present. Mayor Richman requested that, prior to commencing their
remarks, audience members state their name and civic address and noted
that comments will be recorded for the minutes.
Mayor Richman concluded by noting that the Temporary Use Permit
renewal will be considered by Council after the close of the public input
session.
b. Public Input Session – Opportunity for those in attendance at the
meeting to provide comment/feedback
Sandy Ryan – Poplar Street/Timberlane (Village of Pemberton)
Mr. Ryan read from a prepared letter and provided the following
comments:
 Requested to define what ‘extra’ benefits are available to the
communities
 Concern that the mobile production, catering and entertainment
companies leave with all the revenues and that no money is
remaining in the community
 Impacts on local businesses in that they are busy for a few hours
and then it is quiet
 Impacts on the Industrial Park on the arrival day (Friday) and
departure day (Monday) and the lack of outreach on the part of
the Festival Producers.
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Concern about local artisans not being able to operate within the
Village during this time.
Concern that not enough funding has been put back in to the
community
Concern that the dates for the festival do not allow for actual
agricultural activity
Suggested that a long term strategic financial benefit directly
driven by the Festival revenues be considered noting that the only
group not adequately compensated is the community.
Suggested that a levy of $25 on each ticket be implemented with
an aim to work together with the SLRD and Lil’wat to build long
lasting recreational infrastructure (ie: pool, arena, upgrade fields,
trail infrastructure).

Tanys Hopkins – Frontier Street (Village of Pemberton)
Ms. Hopkins spoke about the tourism benefits to the Pemberton Valley
as a result of the Pemberton Music Festival and suggested that there
should be opportunity to put more money into the community and noted
her support for the Festival.
Jenna Markovic – Plateau (Village of Pemberton)
Ms. Markovic advised that she is in support of the Festival and thanked
the Festival Producers for the outreach they have undertaken with the
Plateau residents and for addressing their concerns and provided the
following points:
 The Festival brings marketing opportunities for the community that
we could never afford or pay for
 Producers should seek guidance from the Village on where best
to concentrate efforts
 Provide opportunity where business owners can get information
about vendor opportunities at the Festival and establish a
percentage of local vendors
 Commented that fundraising is hard work and the contribution
made by the Pemberton Music Festival to the Pemberton Music
Festival Community Fund (PMFCF) makes a difference for some
groups in terms of whether or not a project gets completed.
 Suggested that a larger portion of the PMFCF be set aside for
agricultural projects and set up as a legacy
 Have the Village assign someone to work with HUKA to arrange
connecting business owners and keep communications with
Plateau residents moving forward.
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Mark Mendonca – Balsam Street (Village of Pemberton)
Provided the following comments:
 The PMF enhances and grows tourism in the area – not possible
to pay for this type of exposure
 Would like to see more emphasis on the suggestions from the
Chamber of Commerce
 Would like to see more funding be put back into the community
but noted that it is important to let the Festival grow
 Advised that as a vendor at the Festival, he employs an additional
20 local people which provides an opportunity for work experience
in a fast paced environment and develops customer service and
cash handling skills for youth in the community
 Would like to see the Festival continue and sees it to be good for
the community
Kurt Becker – Sea to Sky Highway (SLRD Area C)
Mr. Becker asked what the process is after this three (3) year renewal
period is concluded.
Ms. Pedrini advised that the property owners could apply for rezoning of
the lands and consideration could be given to establishing a site specific
assembly use in that zone that would be put in place with conditions.
This approach was suggested by the Thompson Nicola Regional District
Planner who has experience with the Merritt Mountain Music Festival,
another outdoor venue in the ALR.
Mr. Becker commented that he is in support of the Festival and noted
that planning an event of this size is expensive and suggested that the
community might want to allow the Festival the time to become profitable
and then seek more money for the community. Mr. Becker also noted
that it is unlikely that 100% approval from the community will ever be
achieved and that it takes time to build trust but that in his opinion it is in
the best interest of Pemberton as it provides opportunity and everyone
can benefit.
Richard Drennan – Pemberton Farm Road (SLRD Area C)
Mr. Drennan advised that he is in support of the Festival and encouraged
Council to support the Temporary Use Permit Renewal.
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Pat MacKenzie – Laburnum Street (Village of Pemberton)
Ms. MacKenzie spoke about the spin offs and benefits of the Festival for
auxiliary or ancillary small businesses citing examples like the
laundromat and the various small or one person cleaning companies.
Ms. MacKenzie also noted that the funding that is contributed to the
community through the Festival Fund has been significant and has
provided opportunity for the Rotary Club in particular to build their pot of
money so that it can be utilized for larger projects.
Ms. MacKenzie concluded by advising that she is in support of the
Festival and acknowledging the work of the Rockdoc team who work so
hard to keep the Festival attendees safe on site.
Marie Harrison – Pemberton Meadows Road (SLRD Area C)
Ms. Harrison commented that she is in support of the Festival and noted
that although inconvenient for some, the Festival provides jobs for local
residents including herself and has put Pemberton on the map.
Leah Dahling – Taylor Road (SLRD Area C)
Ms. Dahling commented that there have been significant traffic
improvements since 2008 and that residents should be seeking
opportunities as a result of the Festival being in town. As well, she noted
that many people benefit by renting out their houses, taking in guests
and that the hotels are sold out during this time.
Niki Vankerk – Aspen Boulevard (Village of Pemberton)
Ms. Vankerk noted that she is in support of the Festival but not a Festival
where attendance is set at 60,000 people suggesting that if this is the
number required to break even, then this location may not be
appropriate.
Ms. Vankerk expressed concern over the farmland
commenting that this type of use does not show respect for farming or
the land especially as July is a prime month for agricultural activities.
Alison Twiss – Vine Road (Village of Pemberton)
Ms. Twiss expressed her support for the Festival noting that operationally
improvements have been made year over year including employment
opportunities, better post event clean-up efforts, traffic management, etc.
Ms. Twiss noted that the funding that is provided to community groups is
essential especially when funding is so hard to come by and suggested
that once the Festival breaks even there will be opportunity to see an
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increase in funding available through the community fund but that the
organizers need time and that overall the town will win.
Mayor Richman called three times for any further comment and hearing
none closed the public input portion of the meeting and advised that
Council will now consider the renewal application.
Council provided the following comments:
Councillor Craddock





Interest to secure additional funds for the community and options
such as adding to the ticket price an agricultural enhancement
charge
Concern over the increase of attendees and how it will impact
egress on the Monday after the Festival
Concern that not all referral agencies have responded to the
request for comments
Supports the Festival but concerned about providing approval on
the Permit without review of all the referral comments which may
lead to a need to revisit the matter.

Councillor Ross


Would like to see the establishment of a mechanism that Village
can put in place to collect an extra fee on top of the ticket price.

Councillor Linklater





Water servicing issues (NOTE: CAO Gilmore advised that the
water use at the Festival site is minimal with no impacts to the
system and that agreements for servicing are established through
the Special Event Permit)
Concern about referral agency comments not received to date
Would like to see more funding allocated to the community

Councillor Helmer






Concern about the growth in attendance numbers
Concerns expressed by RMOW
Concern about water supply and the possibility of water shortages
Acknowledged the economic benefits
Concern over the impacts on the agricultural lands
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Noted that the Post Event Closure Report (Agrologist Report) falls
short as there is no data on soil compaction and based only on
visual inspection
Does not support the Permit Renewal

Mayor Richman







Identified the Festival as an economic driver (employment/local
vendor opportunities)
Opportunity to look at an extra service charge but felt that $25 per
ticket too high
More monitoring and reports can be achieved through the Special
Event Permit (waste diversion etc.)
Would like to see funding put directly into agricultural
enhancements perhaps through an additional fee of $3-$5 on
each ticket, or a number that will fit with HUKA’s business model
Need to monitor the attendance numbers and put in place
mechanisms to address issues that increased numbers bring
Importance of hearing the comments of the agencies that have not
yet provided input

c. Consideration by Council of the Renewal Application
Moved/Seconded
THAT the Temporary Use Permit Application Renewal No. 008
(Pemberton Music Festival) be approved in principle subject to positive
comment being received from the Agricultural Land Commission,
Lil’wat Nation, Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, and the
Pemberton Valley Dyking District and the following conditions:








An appropriate, practical and safe Pedestrian and Cycling Route
Plan be submitted to the satisfaction of the Manager of
Operations and Development Services and Ministry of
Transportation and Infrastructure;
A Waste Management Plan that is based on the principles of the
SLRD Solid Waste and Resource Management Plan is
developed to the satisfaction of the Village of Pemberton;
Continuation of independent annual monitoring of Agricultural
Lands and the impacts of the Festival on Agricultural Reserve
Lands to the satisfaction of the Village of Pemberton and the
Agricultural Land Commission;
Riparian Area Regulations be adhered to or exceeded;
Pemberton Valley Dyking District comments be incorporated as
a condition in the Temporary Use Permit as deemed appropriate
by the Manager of Operations & Development Services:
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Annual Special Events Permits be applied for by the Festival
Producers and approved/issued by the Village of Pemberton;
The SLRD approving the Temporary Use Permit applications for
use of lands in Electoral Area C for Festival Purposes (Parking
and Camping);
The Lil’wat Nation approving the use of I.R. (Indian Reserve)
Lands for Festival Purposes (Parking and Camping) and their
comments on the Temporary Use Permit Renewal be
incorporated into the TUP as deemed appropriate by the
Manager of Operations & Development Services;
The Pemberton Music Festival continue to donate $3.00 from
every ticket sold to the Pemberton Music Festival Community
Fund;
The Festival endeavors to engage local food and merchandise
vendors, employees, contractors, artists, musicians as much as
possible;
The Festival work with the Province and Stewardship Pemberton
Society to ensure that environmental protection and safety
remain a priority especially around rivers, and other water
bodies;
The Festival develop methods to decrease the amount of
vehicles carrying Festival Patrons and decrease the demand for
parking on ALR lands by offering expanded shuttle services
originating
outside
Whistler
and
Pemberton
(Vancouver/Squamish);
That the Festival continues to support agricultural
enhancements as identified in the Memorandum of
Understanding among the Village of Pemberton, SquamishLillooet Regional District and the Agricultural Land Commission.
That each year following the Festival the Economic Impact
Report and the Post Event Closure Report (agrologist report) be
presented to the Village.

AND THAT any and all fees incurred over and above the nonrefundable deposit for the processing of the Temporary Use Permit
Renewal application be paid by the applicants;
CARRIED
OPPOSED: Councillor Helmer
Moved/Seconded
THAT staff be directed to investigate a mechanism that would
enable the Village to collect an additional fee on top of the ticket
price.
CARRIED
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b) Office of the CAO
i)

Strategic Plan Priorities
Moved/Seconded
THAT the Strategic Priorities, as established in December 2016, be
supported and approved.
CARRIED
Moved/Seconded
THAT a public input session to allow for comment from the public on
the Friendship Trail Bridge project be provided at an upcoming Regular
Council Meeting.
CARRIED

c) Mayor’s Report
Mayor Richman reported on the following meetings:






SLRD Board Meeting – budget deliberation
Pemberton Valley Utilities and Services Committee – budget
deliberations
Meeting with Chief Nelson, Lil’wat Nation – partnership opportunities
Attended the Project Update Information Session on Monday
Corridor Mayor’s Meeting – housing, transit and Ironman

Moved/Seconded
THAT staff be directed to develop a community consultation program to seek
feedback from residents respecting the Ironman Race for review by Council.
CARRIED
Mayor Richman also reminded of the following upcoming events and
congratulated the organizers of Winterfest on an amazing Pop-Up Event this
past week.
 The NEW Village of Pemberton website will be going LIVE on Monday,
January 23rd. Let us know what you think! Send us your comments at


admin@pemberton.ca

Round two of Winterfest is happening this coming weekend. Please
note, events previous scheduled for the lake have now been moved to
the Downtown Community Barn (with the exception of Polar Bear
Plunge). Visit www.pembertonwinterfest.com for schedule of events

Mayor Richman concluded by acknowledging and thanking the Public Works
Team for doing a great job in keeping the Village streets clear and for all the
hard work done today during the wet weather event.
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d) Councillors Reports
i)

Councillor James Linklater
Councillor Linklater extended a Happy New Year to everyone and
reminded of the Winterfest activities taking place January 21st and 22nd.
Councillor Linklater will also be supporting the events being held this
coming weekend by the Whistler Blackcomb Foundation.
Councillor Linklater thanked Steve Flynn, from the PVDD, for attending at
the Committee of the Whole meeting and providing a presentation on the
November high water event and thanked the PVDD for all the work they
do.

ii)

Councillor Karen Ross
Councillor Ross wished to thank Steve Flynn, PVDD, for taking the time
to meet with the Committee of the Whole and report on the November
events.

9. BYLAWS
a) First and Second Reading
i. Village of Pemberton Zoning Amendment (Marihuana Operations)
Bylaw No. 809, 2017
Moved/Seconded
THAT Zoning Bylaw No. 466, 2001, Amendment (Marihuana Operations)
Bylaw No. 809, 2017 be given First and Second Reading.
CARRIED
Moved/Seconded
THAT a Public Hearing for Zoning Amendment (Marihuana Operations)
Bylaw No. 809, 2017 be scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday, January 31,
2017.
CARRIED
Moved/Seconded
THAT if Zoning Amendment (Marihuana Operations) Bylaw No. 809, 2017 is
adopted, that the Village not accept any rezoning applications to permit a
marihuana operation until the Zoning Bylaw Review process is completed
(anticipated by December 31, 2017).
CARRIED
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10. CORRESPONDENCE
a) For Action
Prior to considering the correspondence for Action Council discussed the
process by which correspondence is brought forward for consideration at a
Council meeting. Staff explained that the current policy, as established by
previous Council, is to compile correspondence received within a two week
period and distribute to Council in advance of the meeting for review and
direction as to which piece of correspondence they would like to bring forward
for action or information if any. This does not apply to correspondence
addressed to Mayor and Council from residents or related to local issues.
Moved/Seconded
THAT all correspondence addressed to Mayor and Council be included on the
agenda package for information.
CARRIED
OPPOSED: Councillor Craddock
i. Correspondence from City of Richmond Mayor Malcolm Brodie to
Premier Christy Clark and The Honourable Todd Stone, Minister of
Transportation and Infrastructure, dated October 18, 2016, regarding the
George Massy Tunnel Replacement Project – Highway Infrastructure
Features.
Moved/Seconded
THAT the correspondence from the City of Richmond regarding the George
Massy Tunnel Replacement Project be referred to the next Committee of the
Whole for discussion.
CARRIED
ii. Correspondence from Harrison Hot Springs Mayor Leo Falcio to The
Honourable Peter Fassbender, Minister of Community, Sport and
Cultural Development, dated November 28, 2016, regarding Short Term
Rentals in the Tourism Accommodation Sector.
Moved/Seconded
THAT the correspondence be received.
CARRIED
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iii. Correspondence from City of Burnaby Mayor Derek Corrigan to Premier
Christy Clark, dated December 16, 2016, regarding Provincial Property
Taxes and Home Owner Grants.
Moved/Seconded
THAT the correspondence be received.
CARRIED
iv. Correspondence from Ms. Jacqueline Dawes, Deputy Minister, Ministry
of Education, dated December 21, 2017, regarding review of rural
education practices and rural education funding.
Moved/Seconded
THAT the correspondence be received.
CARRIED
v. Correspondence from Mr. Kurt Samer, dated January 3, 2017, regarding
new parking regulations on Dogwood Street.
Moved/Seconded
THAT that the correspondence from Mr. Kurt Samer, dated January 3, 2017,
be referred to staff for follow up.’
CARRIED
vi. Email submission from Ms. Judith Walton, Chair, Pemberton & District
Library Board, dated January 6, 2017, regarding reliable and sufficient
internet capability at the Pemberton & District Public Library.
Moved/Seconded
THAT correspondence be sent to Ms. Walton advising that the Village is
meeting with representatives from TELUS and has met with representatives of
Shaw Cable to discuss the internet service challenges being faced by the
community.
CARRIED
b) For Information
i. Sea to Sky Community Services – Pemberton Food Bank – Thank you
for funding support for the 2016 Christmas Hamper Program
ii. Correspondence from Brad Desmarais, on behalf of the Elements Strata,
received January 4, 2017, expressing concerns about medical
marihuana dispensary operations.
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iii. Email submission from Scott and Barb Turrin, dated January 7, 2017,
supporting the renewal of the Pemberton Music Festival Temporary Use
Permit.
iv. Email submission from Alan McEwan, dated January 10, 2017,
requesting that Council deny the Pemberton Music Festival Temporary
Use Permit Renewal.
v. Email submission from Niki Vankerk, dated January 11, 2017, providing
comment on the Pemberton Music Festival Temporary Use Permit
Renewal.
vi. Correspondence from Garth Phare, President, Pemberton & District
Chamber of Commerce, dated January 11, 2016, providing input on the
Pemberton Music Festival Temporary Use Permit Renewal application.
vii. Correspondence from Jan Naylor, dated January 12, 2017, providing
comments on the Pemberton Music Festival Renewal Application.
Moved/Seconded
THAT Council receive these submissions for information. ‘
CARRIED
10. DECISION ON LATE BUSINESS
There was no late business for consideration.
11. LATE BUSINESS
There was no late business.
12. NOTICE OF MOTION
There was no Notice of Motions presented.
13. QUESTION PERIOD
Sandy Ryan – Poplar Street (Village of Pemberton)
Mr. Ryan provided comment on the 2017 Strategic Priorities.
Jenna Markovic – Pinewood (Village of Pemberton)
Ms. Markovic asked questions related to the Zoning Amendment (Marihuana
Operations) Bylaw No. 809, 2017 and sought clarification with respect to the
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resolution to receive the correspondence from the Ministry of Education regarding
rural education.
A short discussion took place respecting this correspondence and the following
resolution was passed:
Moved/Seconded
THAT the Village of Pemberton request an extension on the deadline of January
31, 2017 to provide submissions to the Ministry of Education regarding the rural
education practices and funding;
AND THAT if an extension is granted an invitation be extended to the Village of
Pemberton and Electoral Area C Board of Education Trustees to attend a
Committee of the Whole to discuss the challenges faced by rural communities.
CARRIED
David Buttrey – HUKA Entertainment
Mr. Buttrey provided clarification with respect to Festival operations,
communications with the community and traffic management and shuttle
programing.
14. AJOURNMENT
At 8:07 p.m. the Regular Council Meeting was adjourned.

_____________________________
Mike Richman
Mayor

_____________________________
Sheena Fraser
Corporate Officer
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Date:

February 7, 2017

To:

Nikki Gilmore, Chief Administrative Officer

From:

Lisa Pedrini, Village Planner

Subject:

SLRD RGS Proposed Minor Amendments

PURPOSE
The purpose of this report is to present to Council information on a formal referral from the
Squamish-Lillooet Regional District (SLRD) seeking comments on a minor amendment proposed
to the SLRD Regional Growth Strategy (RGS).
BACKGROUND AND COMMENTS
In a letter dated January 20, 2017, the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District (SLRD) informed the
Village that the SLRD Board is proceeding with a minor amendment of the Squamish-Lillooet
Regional District Regional Growth Strategy Bylaw No. 1062, 2008 to address specific text
amendments in support of the SLRD Regional Growth Strategy (RGS) Goal 1: Focus
Development into Compact, Complete, Sustainable Communities. As per the SLRD RGS Minor
Amendment Process and the Local Government Act, thirty (30) days written notice must be
provided to each affected local government. See letter attached as Appendix A.
The letter continues to inform that the SLRD Board will be considering first and second reading
of the RGS Amendment Bylaw on March 15, 2017 at 10:30 am in the SLRD Boardroom, 1350
Aster Street, Pemberton, BC. Any written comments provided by affected local governments will
be considered prior to bylaw readings. The Village has been requested to provide any comments
by February 24, 2017.
The recommended changes came about as a result of discussion on growth management issues
that took place during the November 10, 2016 Elected Officials Forum (EOF) in Pemberton. The
purpose of the Forum was to discuss specific concerns regarding the proposed Garibaldi at
Squamish (GAS) project and specific items regarding growth management in advance of the RGS
Review amendment process.
Following this, on December 14, 2016, SLRD Planner Claire Daniels presented a report to the
SLRD Board outlining the Steering Committee’s recommended amendment to the RGS and the
Regional Board passed the following resolution:
THAT the SLRD Board advise Minister Polak and Minster Thomson of the concerns and
unanimous agreement of the SLRD and its member municipalities regarding the proposed
Garibaldi at Squamish project, as per the letter found in Appendix A.
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THAT SLRD staff be directed to proceed with a minor amendment of the Squamish-Lillooet
Regional District Regional Growth Strategy Bylaw No. 1062, 2008 to address the following
text amendments:


Replace the first bullet under Strategic Direction 1.1 a) with: Direct growth and
settlement development towards Member Municipalities and existing SLRD Master
Planned Communities.



Amend the Master-Planned Communities land use designation description by
replacing the phrase “Significant future growth will be accommodated in these
communities” with:





For existing SLRD master planned communities, further growth is not
supported beyond what is currently contemplated in SLRD Official Community
Plans (OCPs) and what is specified in the SLRD Regional Growth Strategy
(RGS). Zoning and OCP amendments that propose to increase density or area
of existing SLRD master planned communities are not supported.
New master planned communities and/or urban areas are not supported
outside of the established settlement areas.

Remove the Destination Resort language found on pages 24-26 of the RGS Bylaw.

The letter mentioned in the first clause of the resolution was presented to Village Council at their
Regular Meeting No. 1441, held on December 17, 2016, and the following resolution was passed:
Moved/Seconded
THAT Council supports the attached draft letter from the SLRD regarding the proposed
Garibaldi at Squamish (GAS) Development which serves to notify the Province that:
1. The SLRD Regional Growth Strategy (RGS) is being amended to exclude
Destination Resorts outside of established community areas;
2. The RGS amendment needed to facilitate GAS can only be initiated by a local
government;
3. No local governments in the SLRD are planning to bring forward an
amendment to the RGS to facilitate GAS.
AND THAT staff advises the SLRD of the decision before the December 14th, 2016
Regional District Board Meeting.
CARRIED
DISCUSSION
The SLRD staff report dated December 14, 2016 describing the proposed minor amendment is
attached for Council’s reference as Appendix B.
The proposed text amendments were prepared by the RGS Steering Committee, of which the
Village Planner is a member, and are being referred to Village Council for comment.
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The amendments basically serve to tighten the language around land use to prevent sprawl, and
contain growth within established urban centres in the Sea to Sky. They also remove the enabling
language contained in the RGS that could be used to facilitate a future resort based residential
settlement between Squamish and Whistler (namely the Garibaldi at Squamish development), as
this development is not supported by the Elected Officials.
COMMUNICATIONS
There is no communications elements required at this time.
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS
In accordance with SLRD RGS Bylaw 1062, 2008 and LGA s. 857, the minor amendment process
requires that written notice regarding the proposed minor changes be first referred to local
governments for thirty (30) days, after which any comments are considered prior to First Reading
of the amending bylaw. Following First Reading, the amendments are to be formally referred out
to all affected local governments as per the LGA s. 857.
For information, the Village of Pemberton is a member municipality along with the Districts of
Squamish and Lillooet and the Resort Municipality of Whistler. All member municipalities and any
adjoining regional district are considered affected local governments.
IMPACT ON BUDGET & STAFFING
Participating in the RGS review is a component of the day to day operations undertaken by the
Operations and Development Services Department and has been incorporated into the 2017 work
plan.
INTERDEPARTMENTAL IMPACT & APPROVAL
There are no interdepartmental impacts as reviewing referrals from the SLRD is a function of the
Operations and Development Services Department.
IMPACT ON THE REGION OR NEIGHBOURING JURISDICTIONS
The Village’s support for the proposed amendment helps send a clear message that the Village
is supportive of the key principles and growth management objectives of the RGS, which was
developed and accepted by all member municipalities with extensive community consultation,
and that the Village of Pemberton, like the other member municipalities, does not support the
establishment of a new urban settlement (under the pretext of a destination resort) in the Sea to
Sky area.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS
The Village of Pemberton may choose not to support the proposed action, but this is not
recommended as the Village is a partner to the RGS, and the GAS proposal is incompatible with
the key principles established by the RGS. Supporting the amendment sends a unified voice in
opposition to unsustainable development in our region.
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POTENTIAL GOVERNANCE CONSIDERATIONS
Participating in the 2016-2017 RGS Review is consistent with the Strategic Plan Priority Three:
Excellence in Service through the delivery of quality municipal services by participating in regional
initiatives.
RECOMMENDATIONS
THAT the Squamish Lillooet Regional District be informed that the Village of Pemberton is
supportive of the proposed SLRD Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Growth Strategy Bylaw No.
1062, 2008, Amendment (Growth Management) Bylaw.
Attachments:
Appendix A – Letter from the SLRD dated January 20, 2017
Appendix B – SLRD Staff Report dated December 14, 2016

Submitted by:
Manager Approval by:
CAO Approval by:

Lisa Pedrini, Planner
Tim Harris, Manager of Operations and Development Services
Nikki Gilmore, Chief Administrative Officer
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Appendix A

Box 219, 1350 Aster Street,
Pemberton, BC V0N 2L0
Ph. 604-894-6371, 800-298-7753
F: 604-894-6526
info@slrd.bc.ca www.slrd.bc.ca

January 20, 2017
Village of Pemberton
Box 100
Pemberton, BC V0N2L0
By email: sfraser@pemberton.ca
Dear Mayor and Council:
RE: Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Regional Growth Strategy Minor
Amendment - NOTICE

Please be advised that the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District (SLRD) is proceeding
with a minor amendment of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Regional Growth
Strategy Bylaw No. 1062, 2008 to address specific text amendments in support of the
SLRD Regional Growth Strategy (RGS) Goal 1: Focus Development into Compact,
Complete, Sustainable Communities. The following resolutions were made by the SLRD
Board on December 14, 2016:
THAT SLRD staff be directed to proceed with a minor amendment of the SquamishLillooet Regional District Regional Growth Strategy Bylaw No. 1062, 2008 to address the
following text amendments:


Replace the first bullet under Strategic Direction 1.1 a) with: Direct growth and
settlement development towards Member Municipalities and existing SLRD Master
Planned Communities.



Amend the Master-Planned Communities land use designation description by
replacing the phrase “Significant future growth will be accommodated in these
communities” with:
o

For existing SLRD master planned communities, further growth is not supported
beyond what is currently contemplated in SLRD Official Community Plans
(OCPs) and what is specified in the SLRD Regional Growth Strategy (RGS).
Zoning and OCP amendments that propose to increase density or area of
existing SLRD master planned communities are not supported.

o

New master planned communities and/or urban areas are not supported outside
of the established settlement areas.
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Remove the Destination Resort language found on pages 24-26 of the RGS Bylaw.

Enclosed is the associated staff report to the SLRD Board. Additionally, the SLRD RGS
Bylaw No. 1062, 2008 is available on the SLRD website here:
http://www.slrd.bc.ca/inside-slrd/bylaws/regional-growth-strategy-bylaw
The proposed text amendments were prepared by the RGS Steering Committee
pursuant to a request made at an RGS Elected Officials Forum held November 10,
2016 (attended by representatives of the SLRD, District of Squamish, Resort
Municipality of Whistler and Village of Pemberton). As per the SLRD RGS Minor
Amendment Process and the Local Government Act, 30 days written notice is hereby
given to each affected local government. The SLRD Board will be considering first and
second reading of the RGS Amendment Bylaw on March 15, 2017 at 10:30 am in the
SLRD Boardroom, 1350 Aster Street, Pemberton, BC. Any written comments provided
by affected local governments will be considered prior to bylaw readings.
Please provide any comments by February 24, 2017.
The SLRD Board looks forward to the receipt of any comments from your organization.
Should you have any questions, please contact Kim Needham, Director of Planning and
Development Services at kneedham@slrd.bc.ca or Claire Daniels, Planner at the SLRD
at cdaniels@slrd.bc.ca.

Sincerely,

Lynda Flynn,
Chief Administrative Officer
Squamish-Lillooet Regional District

enclosures:

SLRD Staff Report – December 14, 2016
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Appendix B

REQUEST FOR DECISION
RGS Minor Amendment and Letter/Resolution Regarding
Garibaldi at Squamish

Meeting date: December 14, 2016
To: SLRD Board

RECOMMENDATIONS:
THAT the SLRD Board advise Minister Polak and Minster Thomson of the concerns and
unanimous agreement of the SLRD and its member municipalities regarding the proposed
Garibaldi at Squamish project, as per the letter found in Appendix A.
THAT SLRD staff be directed to proceed with a minor amendment of the Squamish-Lillooet
Regional District Regional Growth Strategy Bylaw No. 1062, 2008 to address the following text
amendments:
 Replace the first bullet under Strategic Direction 1.1 a) with: Direct growth and
settlement development towards Member Municipalities and existing SLRD Master
Planned Communities.
 Amend the Master-Planned Communities land use designation description by replacing
the phrase “Significant future growth will be accommodated in these communities” with:
o For existing SLRD master planned communities, further growth is not supported
beyond what is currently contemplated in SLRD Official Community Plans
(OCPs) and what is specified in the SLRD Regional Growth Strategy (RGS).
Zoning and OCP amendments that propose to increase density or area of
existing SLRD master planned communities are not supported.
o New master planned communities and/or urban areas are not supported outside
of the established settlement areas.
 Remove the Destination Resort language found on pages 24-26 of the RGS Bylaw.

KEY ISSUES/CONCEPTS:
The SLRD RGS 5-year review is underway. As part of this process, an Elected Officials Forum
was held on November 10, 2016. At this forum, the RGS Steering Committee was requested to
address specific concerns regarding the proposed Garibaldi at Squamish (GAS) project and
specific items regarding growth management in advance of the RGS Review amendment
process. The above resolutions reflect these specific requests.
The SLRD and its member municipalities continue to have serious concerns regarding the
establishment of new urban communities or destination resorts in the SLRD outside of existing
community boundaries. As such, by unanimous agreement of those attending the Elected
Officials Forum , the SLRD and its member municipalities have directed that a letter be sent to
Honourable Mary Polak (Minister of Environment) and Honourable Steve Thomson (Minister of
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Forests, Lands and Natural Resources Operations) in order to advise that none of the local
governments covered under the SLRD RGS are planning to introduce an amendment to the
RGS to support the proposed Garibaldi at Squamish (GAS) project, as such a development is
inconsistent with the SLRD’s growth management objectives.
Further, SLRD staff is seeking permission to proceed with the preparation of a RGS minor
amendment to address GAS and to strengthen existing policies that direct future growth within
the Region to existing communities and to eliminate policies regarding the development of
destination resorts.

RELEVANT POLICIES:
Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Regional Growth Strategy Bylaw No. 1062, 2008
BACKGROUND:
As part of the RGS 5-year Review process, an Elected Officials Forum was held on November
10, 2016. This was the second of three forums planned for and committed to in the RGS Review
Consultation Plan, and the focus was on growth management. At this forum, the RGS Steering
Committee received direction to: prepare a letter to the province regarding GAS and the nonsupport of the local governments regarding GAS; and prepare a minor amendment of the RGS
to strengthen existing policies that direct future growth within the Region to existing communities
and to eliminate policies regarding the development of destination resorts.
The letter to the province (see Appendix A), is being brought to the member municipality
Council’s for endorsement. At the time of writing, no comments have been received. Given the
dates of Council meetings at which this letter is to be discussed, SLRD staff will likely be
delivering these comments to the Board verbally at the December 14, 2016 Board meeting.

ANALYSIS:
As the proposed amendments (see Appendix B) are text amendments and housekeeping in
nature, the RGS Steering Committee recommends that the Board resolve to proceed with a
minor amendment process. See Figure 1 and 2 below for details.
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Figure 1: RGS Amendment Process
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Figure 2: RGS Minor Amendment Process

REGIONAL IMPACTS ANALYSIS:
The SLRD RGS is an initiative of and applies to the four member municipalities and Electoral
Areas B, C and D. It is a tool to support collaboration and achievement of smart growth. Any
amendments to the RGS will impact all those who are signatory to the RGS Bylaw. Further,
amendments conducted through the minor amendment process involve referrals to affected
local governments.
OPTIONS:
Option 1 (PREFERRED OPTION)
Direct that the letter included in Appendix A be sent to Honourable Mary Polak and Honourable
Steve Thomson.
Direct staff to proceed with a minor amendment of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District
Regional Growth Strategy Bylaw No. 1062, 2008 to address the following text amendments:
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Replace the first bullet under Strategic Direction 1.1 a) with: Direct growth and
settlement development towards Member Municipalities and existing SLRD Master
Planned Communities.
Amend the Master-Planned Communities land use designation description by replacing
the phrase “Significant future growth will be accommodated in these communities” with:
o For existing SLRD master planned communities, further growth is not supported
beyond what is currently contemplated in SLRD Official Community Plans
(OCPs) and what is specified in the SLRD Regional Growth Strategy (RGS).
Zoning and OCP amendments that propose to increase density or area of
existing SLRD master planned communities are not supported.
o New master planned communities and/or urban areas are not supported outside
of the established settlement areas.
Remove the Destination Resort language found on pages 24-26 of the RGS Bylaw.

Please see the attached Appendix B for more details as to the rationale of these changes.
Option 2
Revise the letter included in Appendix A and direct staff to send the revised letter to Honourable
Mary Polak and Honourable Steve Thomson.
Direct staff to proceed with a minor amendment of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District
Regional Growth Strategy Bylaw No. 1062, 2008 to address the text amendments as noted
above.
Option 3
Do not send a letter and/or do not support a minor amendment (as noted above) of the RGS Bylaw.
Option 4
As per the Board’s discretion.
FOLLOW UP ACTION:
Should the Board resolve to proceed with a RGS minor amendment, SLRD staff will prepare a
bylaw for first reading, early in 2017.
Should the Board resolve to send the letter to Minister Polak and Minster Thomson, SLRD staff
will send this letter out immediately.

ATTACHMENTS:
Appendix A: Letter to Ministers Re: SLRD Regional Growth Strategy and Garibaldi at Squamish
Project
Appendix B: Proposed RGS Amendments

Submitted by: C. Daniels, Planner
Endorsed by: K. Needham, Director of Planning and Development
Reviewed by: L. Flynn, Chief Administrative Officer
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Appendix A

December 14, 2016
Honourable Mary Polak,
Minister of Environment, British Columbia
Room 112, Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC
V8V 1X4
and
Honourable Steve Thomson,
Minister of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations, British Columbia
Room 248, Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC
V87 1X4

Attention Ministers Polak and Thomson:
Re: SLRD Regional Growth Strategy and Garibaldi at Squamish Project
We write to advise you that the board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District (SLRD) has
recently instructed the Regional Growth Strategy (RGS) Steering Committee (a committee of
SLRD and its member municipalities’ planning staff) to include, as part of a scheduled review of
the RGS, the strengthening of existing policies that direct future growth within the Region to
existing communities and the elimination of policies regarding the development of destination
resorts. The purpose of these changes is to emphasize that the RGS does not contemplate the
development of new satellite urban areas or destination resorts consisting of residential and
tourist accommodation development, such as the proposed Garibaldi at Squamish project at
Brohm Ridge.
We would like to highlight that the Reasons for Ministers’ Decision dated January 26, 2016
(Reasons) in respect of the Garibaldi at Squamish environmental assessment certificate
application were issued despite the fact that the project as proposed is inconsistent with the RGS.
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By indicating in the Reasons that the Ministers’ decision does not presume how independent
statutory decision makers such as the SLRD Board of Directors might approach or decide on
separate authorizations for the project, the Reasons appear to assume that an RGS amendment
may be initiated to authorize the project. Consistent with the SLRD’s RGS amendment process,
any amendments to the RGS can only be introduced by the SLRD itself, or by one of its member
municipalities – The District of Squamish, the Resort Municipality of Whistler, the Village of
Pemberton or the District of Lillooet.
The SLRD and its member municipalities continue to have serious concerns regarding the
establishment of new urban communities or destination resorts in the SLRD outside of existing
community boundaries. As such, by unanimous agreement, the SLRD and its member
municipalities have directed that this letter be sent to your attention, in order to advise that none
of the local governments covered under the SLRD RGS are planning to introduce an amendment
to the RGS to support the proposed Garibaldi at Squamish project, as such a development is
inconsistent with the SLRD’s growth management objectives.

Yours truly,

Jack Crompton
Chair, Squamish-Lillooet Regional District
cc:

District of Squamish - Attention: Mayor Patricia Heintzman
Resort Municipality of Whistler - Attention: Mayor Nancy Wilhelm-Morden
Village of Pemberton - Attention: Mayor Mike Richman
District of Lillooet - Attention: Mayor Margaret Lampman
Garibaldi at Squamish Inc.
Jordan Sturdy, MLA West Vancouver-Sea to Sky
Peter Fassbender, BC Minister of Community, Sport and Cultural Development
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Appendix B

Appendix B: PROPOSED RGS AMENDMENTS
#1: Replace the first bullet under Strategic Direction 1.1 a) with: Direct growth and
settlement development towards Member Municipalities and existing SLRD
Master Planning Communities.
Current RGS
Goal 1: Focus Development into Compact, Complete, Sustainable Communities,
includes the following language: Population growth and settlement development will be
primarily directed to compact Urban Areas and Master Planned Communities on the
basis of smart growth principles. New urban communities will not be considered outside
of the established settlement areas. Non-Settlement Areas that have important
agricultural, environmental, backcountry recreational, aesthetic and natural resource
values will be protected. ….
And Strategic Directions:
1.1 The SLRD and member municipalities agree that:
a) The RGS Settlement Planning Map will be used in conjunction with Official
Community Plans to:
 encourage compact development within Urban Areas, Master
Planned Communities, and Serviced Residential and Rural
Communities;
 maintain the rural, low density character of Serviced Residential and
Rural Residential Areas; and
 protect and maintain Non-Settlement Areas.
Rationale
 The current RGS includes language directing growth and settlement development
to urban areas and master planned communities, but this language is buried in the
Goal 1 text. Further, the formatting of this introduction section is inconsistent with
the approach used in the rest of the RGS Goal chapters.
 The proposed new bullet strengthens the Strategic Direction, emphasizing growth
is to take place in Urban Areas and SLRD Master Planned Communities rather
than the non-urban settlement areas (Serviced Residential, Rural Residential,
Rural Community). This is not clear from the bullets currently under Strategic
Direction 1.1 a).
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#2: Amend the Master-Planned Communities land use designation description by
replacing the phrase “Significant future growth will be accommodated in these
communities” with:
o For existing SLRD master planned communities, further growth is not
supported beyond what is currently contemplated in SLRD Official
Community Plans (OCPs) and what is specified in the SLRD Regional
Growth Strategy (RGS). Zoning and OCP amendments that propose to
increase density or area of existing SLRD master planned communities are
not supported.
o New master planned communities and/or urban areas are not supported
outside of the established settlement areas.
Current RGS
The Master Planned Communities designation includes the following language: Masterplanned Communities refers to larger scale developments that are planned on a
comprehensive basis within the defined boundaries of Britannia Beach, Furry Creek and
Porteau Cove, as shown on the Regional Settlement Planning Map and the Howe Sound
Settlement Planning Map 1e. Significant future growth will be accommodated in these
communities. The objective for these areas is to encourage compact, clustered residential
and local commercial, mixed use development with distinct edges and full community water
and sewer services.
Rationale
The current RGS does not explicitly state the intentions behind SLRD Master Planned
Communities; clarification will support implementation and the overall achievement of RGS
Goal 1.

#3: Remove Destination Resort Language
Current RGS
The current RGS has 3 pages of policy statements contemplating Destination Resorts.
See pages 24-26.

Rationale
There are currently no Destination Resort areas designated or supported in the RGS.
Further, the development of new Destination Resorts with significant residential
development is not aligned with the Goals of the RGS. The proposed Garibaldi at
Squamish project has been identified as a regional concern warranting specific attention
through the RGS Review; removing the Destination Resort language clarifies that this
type of development is not supported in the SLRD at this time.
To be clear, the desire (and proposed idea) is not to prevent the development of new
recreational amenities (limited to an appropriate scale and location); backcountry
recreation is contemplated separately in the RGS.

Village of Pemberton
Regular Council Meeting No. 1443
Tuesday, February 7, 2017
34 of 119

REPORT TO
COUNCIL
O
o

Date:

February 7, 2017

To:

Nikki Gilmore, Chief Administrative Officer

From:

Lisa Pedrini, Village Planner

Subject:

Zoning Amendment (Marihuana Operations) Bylaw No. 809, 2017 – Public
Hearing Results and Next Steps

In Camera

PURPOSE
This report presents the results of the Public Hearing held for the Village-initiated Zoning
Amendment (Marihuana Operations) Bylaw No. 809, 2017 to define and place a blanket
prohibition on “marihuana operations” until such time as the Zoning Bylaw Review can address
this item in further detail. The report includes options for Council’s consideration with respect to
next steps.
BACKGROUND
In October 2016, Council received correspondence from Mr. Joseph Le, owner of the S.W.E.D
Society, requesting an amendment of the Village of Pemberton Zoning Bylaw to explicitly allow
medical cannabis dispensaries in the downtown core. As a result, Village Council passed the
following resolutions:
Moved/Seconded
THAT staff be directed to prepare a zoning amendment bylaw to define and regulate
medical marihuana dispensary use within the Village of Pemberton.
CARRIED
Moved/Seconded
THAT a moratorium on the issuance of a Business Licence for a medical marihuana
dispensary be put in place until the adoption of the zoning amendment bylaw respecting
regulation of medical marihuana dispensaries.
CARRIED
Moved/Seconded
THAT correspondence be sent to Mr. Le advising of this direction.
CARRIED
On October 18, 2016, Council reviewed the October 4th meeting minutes with respect to the Mr.
Le’s request to consider zoning amendments to allow for a medical marihuana dispensary. It
was noted that at this time under Federal law medical marihuana dispensaries are not legal.
The Village of Pemberton Business Licence Bylaw stipulates that any businesses within the
Village of Pemberton must be able to demonstrate Federal/RCMP approval. Given that currently
medical marihuana dispensaries are not legal, the Village may shut down such a business via
the Community Charter, Section 274 Statutory Injunction. As a result, Council considered and
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passed the following resolution directing staff to seek an injunction if a dispensary operation
should open for business:
Moved/Seconded
THAT in the event of the opening of an unauthorized medical marihuana dispensary
within the Village of Pemberton, staff be authorized to seek a Section 274, statutory
injunction against the dispensary.
CARRIED
On December 13, 2016, Mr. Adam Blender, Director of Operations for the S.W.E.D. Society,
and Ms. Ginny Stratton, Store Manager for the proposed Pemberton Retail store attended as a
Delegation at the Regular Council meeting. Mr. Blender spoke about the operations of the
S.W.E.D Society, their commitment to provide medical cannabis to their members and the
Society’s operating guidelines including how the products are marketed and monitored. Ms.
Stratton provided updated information on the current status of the proposed legislation noting
that the Federal Governments Task Force on Marihuana Legalization and Regulation released
its final report, “A Framework for Legalization and Regulations of Cannabis in Canada” earlier in
the day.
Ms. Stratton also spoke about how other communities have addressed medical marihuana
dispensaries and referenced the City of Vancouver, Victoria and most recently Penticton (which
have adopted a Temporary Use Permit approach) and requested that the Village consider
similar approaches. Council asked questions related to the choice of Pemberton for a
dispensary, testing protocols on products, where product is sourced from, what will the store
front look like if sale for recreational purposes is approved, other communities’ approaches and
the zoning amendment process. No Council resolutions were passed following the delegation’s
presentation.
At the Regular Council Meeting No. 1442, held Jan 17, 2016, staff presented Zoning
Amendment (Marihuana Operations) Bylaw No. 809, 2017, a proposed bylaw amendment which
defines and prohibits marihuana operations within the Village based on legal advice obtained
from the Village’s solicitors. The Planner noted that if the Bylaw is passed, marihuana operation
applications may be assessed via a site by site rezoning application.
The rationale for this approach is based on:





The fact that store-front medical marihuana dispensaries are currently not lawful.
The federal government has promised imminent changes but until these changes are
released, their approach is unknown.
The Village is embarking on a thorough review of its Zoning Bylaw and has identified the
regulation of medical marihuana dispensaries as one of the key issues to be undertaken
as part of the review.
Once federal changes are known, the Village can review the issue in more depth and in
consultation with the community; tailor the best approach for regulating this use in the
Village of Pemberton.
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Staff also presented agency comments received with respect to Bylaw 809, 2017. These
comments are summarized below:
Agency/Organization
ALUC
Chamber of Commerce
Lil’wat Nation
RCMP
Sea to Sky Community Services
School District No. 48
Tourism Pemberton
Tribal Police
Vancouver Coastal Health

Referral Response
Support
No response
No response
Support
No response
No response
No response
no response
Support

After considering the above-noted information, Council passed the following resolutions:
Moved/Seconded
THAT Zoning Bylaw No. 466, 2001, Amendment (Marihuana Operations) Bylaw No.
809, 2017 be given First and Second Reading.
CARRIED
Moved/Seconded
THAT a Public Hearing for Zoning Amendment (Marihuana Operations) Bylaw No. 809,
2017 be scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday, January 31, 2017.
CARRIED
Moved/Seconded
THAT if Zoning Amendment (Marihuana Operations) Bylaw No. 809, 2017 is adopted,
that the Village not accept any rezoning applications to permit a marihuana operation
until the Zoning Bylaw Review process is completed (anticipated by December 31,
2017).
CARRIED
DISCUSSION AND COMMENTS
The public hearing for Bylaw 809, 2017 was held January 31, 2017 and approximately fifty-two
(52) members of the public were present. As part of the presentation of the proposed bylaw
amendment, the Planner provided examples of how other jurisdictions across the province were
addressing dispensaries.


The following B.C. municipalities have already or are in the process of banning the retail
sale of Cannabis: Abbotsford, Castlegar, Duncan, Powell River, Township of Langley,
Richmond and Whistler.



The following B.C. communities regulate lawful growing/producing/selling, but prohibit
dispensaries: Campbell River, Chilliwack, Courtenay, Delta, North Saanich and Prince
George.
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Three nearby jurisdictions – Vancouver, Victoria and Squamish – have chosen to
‘permit’ and regulate medical marihuana dispensaries; however, this does not protect the
operations from enforcement of the criminal law by the RCMP or city police forces.



Each of these jurisdictions has taken a slightly different approach to licensing
dispensaries:
o

Vancouver charges a $30,000 Business Licence Fee; requires that dispensaries
are located at least 300 meters away from schools, community centers,
neighbourhood houses, youth facilities that serve vulnerable populations; and
other marihuana related businesses (dispensaries).

o

Victoria requires a rezoning application to permit a medical marihuana
dispensary and charges a $5,000 Business Licence Fee.

o

The District of Squamish also charges a $5,000 Business Licence Fee, and
applies distancing requirements of 300 m of a school, youth centre, Skateboard
Park, Carson Place Park and any other dispensaries. They also ban dispensaries
from locating on any property that has a frontage on Cleveland Avenue.

The Village received a total of nineteen (19) written submissions of which fourteen (14)
expressed opposition to the Bylaw, and five (5) expressed support for the Bylaw. Two (2) of the
written submissions in opposition to the Bylaw were from the same resident of Pemberton. All
submissions received are attached in the Appendix of the Public Hearing Minutes.
During the Public Hearing, thirteen (13) persons expressed their opposition to the amendment
bylaw. Seven (7) of the thirteen (13) were residents of the Village of Pemberton. The remaining
six (6) resided outside Village boundaries. One of the Village residents who spoke in opposition
also submitted a letter. The majority of those who expressed their opposition to the amending
bylaw were opposed to the Village’s proposed approach, and six (6) of these persons urged the
Village to consider using a Temporary Use Permit as a short-term mechanism for permitting a
dispensary. Five (5) persons asked questions of clarification during the Hearing but did not state
their opinion one way or the other. Three (3) persons, all residents of Pemberton, expressed
their concern with the proposed dispensary and were in support of the proposed bylaw. One of
the persons who spoke in favour of the Bylaw also submitted a letter. Minutes from the Public
Hearing are attached as Appendix A.
A petition containing a total of 279 names of persons opposed to the proposed prohibition of
marihuana operations was presented at the Public Hearing by Ginny Stratton, Store Manager
for the proposed S.W.E.D. dispensary in Pemberton. Of that total, approximately 105 are
residents of the Village of Pemberton, and another 110 were residents of the surrounding
community (Area C and Mount Currie). The remainder lived in Whistler and beyond.
Based on the results of the Public Hearing held January 31 2017, the various options available
to Council are outlined under the Section of this report entitled Alternative Options/Next Steps.
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COMMUNICATIONS
After the close of a Public Hearing, Council members cannot accept any further information or
submissions in order to allow a fair process as established by provincial case law. Therefore, no
further communication from interested parties with Council has been included in this report.
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS
In accordance with Section 470 (1) of the Local Government Act RSBC2015, after a public
hearing, the Council may, without further notice or hearing,
(a) adopt or defeat the bylaw, or
(b) alter and then adopt the bylaw, provided that the alteration does not
(i) alter the use,
(ii) increase the density, or
(iii) without the owner’s consent, decrease the density of any area from that
originally specified in the bylaw.
In accordance with Section 480 of the Local Government Act RSBC2015, Council is able to
consider both Third and Fourth Reading of a Zoning (Amendment) Bylaw, as long as Ministerial
Approval is not necessary.
IMPACT ON BUDGET & STAFFING
The research and preparation of the report/bylaw is a component of the daily work undertaken
by the Operations & Development Services Department. All costs associated with the
processing of this application have been included in the operating budget.
INTERDEPARTMENTAL IMPACT & APPROVAL
There are no interdepartmental impacts or approvals required respecting the processing of this
bylaw amendment as it is a function of the Operations and Development Services Department.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS / NEXT STEPS
Based on the input received at the Public Hearing, Council has several options to choose from:
1. Give Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 809, 2017 Third and Fourth Reading on
February 7, 2017 (Bylaw attached as Appendix B) as the Bylaw does not require
Ministerial sign-off.
2. Give Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 809, 2015 Third Reading on February 7, 2017
and give Fourth Reading on February 21, 2017.
3. Not give Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 809, 2017 Third Reading at this time, and
wait until the Zoning Bylaw Review can address this issue in more depth and staff
brings forward an alternate approach to regulating medical marihuana dispensaries.
4. Not give Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 809, 2017 Third Reading on February 7,
2017 and rescind First and Second Readings.
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POTENTIAL GOVERNANCE CONSIDERATIONS
Support of this initiative is consistent with Strategic Priority No. Four: Social Responsibility in
which the Village strives to create a strong and vibrant community recognizing the importance
and benefits of both healthy and engaged citizens as well as an accessible and well managed
natural environment.
RECOMMENDATION
1. THAT the minutes of the Public Hearing held on January 31, 2017 for Zoning
Amendment (Marihuana Operations) Bylaw No. 809, 2017 be received for information;
2. THAT Council provides direction as to which option to proceed with regarding Bylaw No.
809, 2017.

Attachments:
APPENDIX A – PH Minutes (includes correspondence received but not the Petition)
APPENDIX B - Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 809, 2017
Submitted by:
Manager Approval by:
CAO Approval by:

Lisa Pedrini, Planner
Tim Harris, Manager of Operations and Development Services
Nikki Gilmore, Chief Administrative Officer
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Appendix A
VILLAGE OF PEMBERTON
- AMENDED PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES-

Minutes of the Public Hearing of Council of the Village of Pemberton held on Tuesday,
January 31, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in Room D at the Pemberton Community Centre, 7390
Cottonwood Street.
IN ATTENDANCE:

Mayor Mike Richman
Councillor Jennie Helmer
Councillor James Linklater
Councillor Karen Ross

STAFF IN ATTENDENCE:

Nikki Gilmore, Chief Administrative Officer
Sheena Fraser, Manager of Corporate & Legislative
Services
Tim Harris, Manager of Operations & Development
Services
Lisa Pedrini, Planner
Wendy Olsson, Executive Assistant

MEMBERS OF PUBLIC:

52

MEDIA:

1

1. CALL TO ORDER and OPENING STATEMENTS
At 7:03 p.m. Mayor Mike Richman, called the Public Hearing to order and read the
following Opening Statement for the Village of Pemberton Zoning Amendment
(Marihuana Operations) Bylaw No. 809, 2017:
Lisa Pedrini, Village Planner will make a brief presentation on the Zoning
Amendment Bylaw and Sheena Fraser, Manager of Corporate & Legislative
Services, will record your comments for the minutes which will form part of the
public record on this matter.
Also in attendance is Councillor James Linklater and Councillor Karen Ross1.
Councillor Jennie Helmer is attending by phone and Councillor Craddock is
unable to attend this meeting tonight.
This Public Hearing is convened pursuant to Section 465 of the Local
Government Act to allow the public to make representations to Council
respecting matters contained in proposed Village of Pemberton Zoning
Amendment (marihuana Operations) Bylaw No. 809, 2017.

1

Note: Councillor Ross arrived at 7:08 p.m.
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Notification of this Public Hearing was advertised in the January 24, 2017 issue
of the "Whistler Question” Newspaper and the January 26, 2017 issue of the
“Pique Newsmagazine”.
A Notice was also posted at Village of Pemberton Offices, the Village Notice
Board located at the Post Office, on the Village Website and at notice boards
throughout the Village.
Every one of you present who believes that your interest in the property is
affected by the proposed bylaw shall be given a reasonable opportunity to be
heard or to present written submissions respecting matters contained in the
proposed bylaw.
Each speaker will have up to three (3) minutes to be heard. Once everyone
has had a chance to speak, those who wish to speak again may do so if they
have new points to present.
None of you will be discouraged or prevented from making your views known.
However, it is important that you restrict your remarks to matters contained in
the proposed bylaw.
When speaking please commence your remarks by clearly stating for the
public record your full name and address and whether or not you are in
favour or opposed to the Bylaw.
Members of Council may, if they so wish, ask questions following a
presentation. However, the main function of Council Members at this Public
Hearing is to listen rather than to debate the merits of the proposed bylaw.
This Public Hearing is not a question and answer period it is an opportunity for
the publics views to be heard.
Please refrain from applause or other expressions.
After this Public Hearing has concluded, Council will further consider this Bylaw
at the Regular Council Meeting to be convened on Tuesday, February 7, 2017
at 5:30 pm in Council Chambers, located at the Village Office.
May I remind you that tonight is your final opportunity for input on the proposed
By-law.
2. INTRODUCTION OF VILLAGE OF PEMBERTON ZONING AMENDMENT
(MARIHUANA OPERATIONS) BYLAW NO. 809, 2017
Lisa Pedrini, Village Planner, provided an overview and explanation of the Village of
Pemberton Zoning Amendment (Marihuana Operations) Bylaw No. 809, 2017. The
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purpose of Bylaw 809, 2017 is to establish a definition for “marihuana operations” and
to add this use to the list of prohibited uses under section 202 of the Zoning Bylaw.
This bylaw is a Village initiative being undertaken as per a direction from Council for
staff to develop an approach to regulating medical marihuana dispensaries within the
Village’s boundaries. Based on the Village solicitors’ advice, the bylaw proposes two
changes:
1.

To add marihuana operations to the list of definitions as follows:
marihuana operation: means the cultivating, growing, producing, packaging,
storing, distributing, dispensing, advertising, trading or selling of cannabis
(marihuana) or its derivatives but excludes Medical Marihuana Production
Facility.

2.

To add “marihuana operations’ to the list of prohibited uses in all zones.

Ms. Pedrini noted that under the law the dispensing of marihuana for medical or
recreational uses is currently not permitted. However, the Village recognizes that
changes in legislation are being considered at the Federal level. The Village has
chosen to implement a blanket prohibition at this time until details respecting how the
legislation will be changed have been released.
To view the full presentation made at the Public Hearing please click on the following
link:
http://www.pemberton.ca/public/download/documents/38255#referrer=http%3A%2F%
2Fsite1.pemberton.ca.webguidecms.ca%2Fwebguide%2Ffiles%2Fedit_file%2F38255
3. LISTING OF CORRESPONDENCE RECIEVED
Sheena Fraser, Manager of Corporate & Legislative Services, advised that the Village
has received four (4) submissions as of noon, Wednesday, January 25, 2017, which
are included in the agenda package. Three (3) submissions were in opposition to the
proposed bylaw and one (1) was in support of the proposed bylaw.
In addition, fifteen (15) submissions were received between Wednesday, January 25,
2017 and 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, January 31, 2017. Eleven (11) submissions were in
opposition of the Bylaw (with two letters being submitted by the same person) and
four (4) submissions expressed support of the bylaw. These submissions were made
available to Council and at the Public Hearing and posted on the Village website as of
Wednesday, February 1st. The submissions are attached to these meeting minutes
as Appendix A.
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4. PUBLIC SPEAKERS
Mayor Richman called for submissions from the public:
Myson Effe – 7331 Arbutus St. (Village of Pemberton) - SUPPORT
Mr. Effe requested that the opportunity to make submissions to Mayor and Council be
open for another 24 hours.
Ms. Fraser, Manager of Corporate & Legislative Services, provided clarity with
respect to late submissions advising that upon the close of a Public Hearing
Council may not receive correspondence from the public relating to this bylaw
as the opportunity for public discussion has ended. This practice has been put
in place based on legal precedent.
Mr. Effe first spoke in his capacity as the Manager of Gateway Village Suites Hotel
citing concerns that commercial tenants may sign a lease based on one use and
subsequently change their business operations which could cause issues.
Mr. Effe also spoke in his capacity as an owner of a residential property which is
located over a commercial space and the impacts that a dispensary operation may
have on insurance for the strata which could affect mortgages held by owners if the
insurance is recalled and a business that may be in contravention of strata bylaws.
Mr. Effe noted the positive impact of the utilization of marihuana for medical purposes
but does not believe dispensary use of this kind is compatible with residential use.
Ginny Stratton – 6850 Crabapple Way (Whistler) - OPPOSED
Ms. Stratton presented Council with a petition in opposition of Bylaw 809 noting that
they had collected a total of 279 signatures with 182 from Pemberton, 33 from Mount
Currie, 21 from Whistler, 24 from the surrounding area, 10 from Whistler/Squamish
and 8 from other communities. Ms. Stratton noted that a total of 260 of those signing
fall within the ‘trade area’ of Pemberton.
Ms. Stratton provided a summary of comments received through the on-line petition
and during open houses held by the SWED Society at their Pemberton location noting
that there is overwhelming support for a dispensary.
Ms. Stratton commented that the introduction of this bylaw at this time is a misuse of
Village time and resources given that changes to the legislation by the Federal
government is imminent and that it would be better to allow for this use and regulate
accordingly given the upcoming changes.
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Ms. Stratton spoke further about the feedback received at the Open Houses, noted
that the Federal Government has acknowledged that the current system is not
working which is why it is moving toward legalization, access to medical cannibus has
been established as a constitutional right as per the Supreme Court decision.
Ms. Stratton concluded by suggesting that consideration be given to establishing a
Temporary Use Permit for this use as waiting until the completion of the Zoning Bylaw
Review is too late.
Cori Golanowsky – Cottonwood Street (Village of Pemberton) – OPPOSED
Mr. Golanowsky stated he was representing the Cannabis Rights Coalition of Canada
and outlined the challenges those requiring marihuana for medical purposes have in
accessing the product.
Mr. Golanowsky spoke to the merits of medical marihuana products in addressing
health concerns, managing pain and in assisting to fight cancer.
Mr. Golanowsky suggested that a Temporary Use Permit to address this use would
be a good option.
Dr. Jim Fuller – 1360 Greenwood (Village of Pemberton)
Dr. Fuller noted that as a physician he is interested in enabling patience access to
medication that will help but is not aware of any trails that suggest that marihuana
cures cancer or resolves epilepsy noting that it is not a cure all panacea.
Kalmia Hockin - (Village of Pemberton) - SUPPORTED
Ms. Hockin spoke of her own experience with a legal medical cannabis license from
Health Canada and noted that she found this system very successful in regards to
access, and that it is conveniently delivered to her home.
Ms. Hockin commented that storefront dispensaries can offer a lot of knowledge and
one on one service but at this time they are not legal, fake medical ID’s can be
obtained and the RCMP are overwhelmed following up.
Danielle Lawson – 2024 Sea to Sky Highway (Electoral Area C) – OPPOSED
Ms. Lawson spoke about her medical challenges as a result of a car accident and her
own experience as a result of receiving a legal prescription for medical cannabis from
Health Canada.
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Mr. Lawson noted that she feels the product she receives through this program is of
poor quality and as such she has to now go to Squamish or Vancouver and would like
to be able to purchase product in Pemberton.
Drew Arnold – 1436 Portage Road (Village of Pemberton) – OPPOSED
Mr. Arnold suggested that by passing this bylaw it will result in a 6 – 12 month delay in
moving forward with permitting this type of use within the Village and suggested that a
Temporary Use Permit be put in place in the interim and then align the Zoning Bylaw
once the Federal changes in the law are in place.
Mark Mendonca – 1478 Balsam Street (Village of Pemberton) – OPPOSED
Mr. Mendonca spoke about his experience in the insurance industry as an employee
benefit specialist and referenced the work of Dr. Tom Perry and Dr. David Miller with
respect to medical marihuana as a treatment option.
Mr. Mendonca commented that the decision to permit a dispensary in the Village must
be considered and questioned why tax dollars are being spent now on this matter and
suggested that the Village should utilized bylaws already established by other
municipalities on this issue.
Tanya Kong – 1500 Spring Creek Drive (Whistler) – OPPOSED
Ms. Kong spoke about her own health issues noting that it is a fundamental right to
have access to medicine that will improve a person’s quality of life.
Ms. Kong spoke further about the evidence that marihuana has more benefits than
side effects, that it needs to be rebranded and if it is provided to people for health
reasons not to take it away.
Jason Neil – 1479 Skiers Approach (Whistler) – OPPOSED
Mr. Neil supports the establishment of a Temporary Use Permit and noted that the
current Health Canada mail order system is flawed.
Mr. Neil suggested that as other cities have regulations in place they should be
considered for Pemberton, that those rules could be put in place here in order to keep
the business legitimate and that the benefits to allow this use outweigh the downfalls.
Danielle Lawson – 2024 Sea to Sky Highway (Electoral Area C) – Supplemental
Comment
Ms. Lawson noted that at the Dispensary in Squamish a Doctor’s note is required.
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Adam Blender, SWED Society – 18199 70th Ave (Surrey, BC) – OPPOSED
Mr. Blender introduced himself as the Director of Operations for the SWED Society
and provided a brief overview of the Society’s operations in Vancouver which includes
locations under residential properties with no impacts.
Mr. Blender commented that a delay in establishing zoning for a dispensary will
impact those that need access to medical cannabis noting that their customers are
those who the medical system has failed.
Mr. Blender noted that the product provided by the government is not always good
and that the Society tests all products.
Mr. Blender concluded by suggesting a Temporary Use Permit as an unbiased
approach and thanking everyone who is opposed to this bylaw for attending the
meeting noting that they would like to be able to get their foot in the door to sell
medication in Pemberton and bring something positive not negative to the community.
Myson Effe – 7331 Arbutus St. (Village of Pemberton) – Supplemental Comment
Mr. Effe provided further comment with respect to insurance being removed from
apartments in Vancouver that are above a dispensary, noting that this can be done.
Cori Golanowsky – Cottonwood Street (Village of Pemberton) – Supplemental
Comment
Mr. Golanowsky noted that proper access to medical marihuana is not easily
available, a recall of product issued by Health Canada was issued due to pesticides,
the government dilutes the THC values in oils which impacts the effectiveness in
eradicating cancer cells and that the product is often radiated.
Mr. Golanowsky spoke about studies that have taken place in Israel and Spain
respecting the ability of Cannibas oil to cure cancer.
Adam Adams – 1414 Willow Drive (Village of Pemberton)
Mr. Adams enquired about the reference to the $30,000 permit fees?
Mayor Richman clarified that $30,000 is the cost of a business licence permit
for a dispensary in the City of Vancouver.
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Adam Blender, SWED Society – 18199 70th Ave (Surrey, BC) – Supplemental
Comment
Mr. Blender noted that the SWED Society prides itself on education and that staff are
thoroughly trained on the process and best practices in order to give its members
options and the ability to make informed decisions.
Pete Cronin – 7414 Pioneer Street (Village of Pemberton)
Mr. Cronin sought clarification with respect to Business Licence fees.
Mayor Richman clarified that other communities have set different rates for
business licences for dispensaries and that the Village currently does not have
a charge established for this type of business.
Patrick Henry – 7445 Frontier Street (Village of Pemberton) - OPPOSED
Mr. Henry sought clarification on the timeline for Temporary Use Permit.
Lisa Pedrini, Village Planner, provided a brief overview of the process to apply
for a Temporary Use Permit (TUP) noting that a Permit can be issued for up to
three (3) years with one renewal for a maximum of three (3) years.
Mr. Henry requested information about the TUP process if the Federal government
were to legalize dispensaries and if a Temporary Use Permit would enable the use to
be grandfathered.
Ms. Pedrini advised that once a Temporary Use Permit expires, the temporary
use can no longer be carried out. It would not be grandfathered.
Mayor Richman noted that upon expiration of a Temporary Use Permit a
rezoning would be required.
Ms. Pedrini advised that Penticton has established Temporary Use Permits for
dispensaries on an interim basis and that she believes the Permit is issued for
a maximum of six (6) months.
Danielle Lawson – 2024 Sea to Sky Highway (Electoral Area C) – Supplemental
Comment
Ms. Lawson sought clarity on why this bylaw is being considered.
Lisa Pedrini clarified the reasons the amending bylaw is being brought forward
citing a legal opinion in which it is recommended that until the federal
legislation changes, it is recommended to put in place a blanket prohibition in
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the short term. This will enable the Village time to review zoning regulations in
conjunction with the legislative changes. It also gives the Village time to
consider how best to regulate, consider appropriate locations and establish a
bylaw in the context of the community of Pemberton.
Kevin Welsh – 1400 Park Street (Village of Pemberton) – OPPOSED
Mr. Walsh noted that the passing of this bylaw will not stop the sale of marihuana and
that it will be sourced from the black market.
Mr. Walsh agreed that a Temporary Use Permit approach would be appropriate and
would be a better way to establish controls and commented that prohibition never
works.
Tanya Kong – 1500 Spring Creek Drive (Whistler) – Supplemental Comment
Ms. Kong spoke about the proposed federal regulations noting that they will control
the distribution and measurements.
Ms. Kong noted that she supports the SWED Society and that they have good
intentions and the product will be the highest quality.
David MacKenzie, 1414 Willow Street (Village of Pemberton)
Mr. MacKenzie advised that he is torn over this issue and is a believer in free
enterprise and likes to see new investment into the community.
Mr. MacKenzie cautioned Council on moving forward with a bylaw that establishes
“prohibited uses” as society and governments are evolving and changing and other
jurisdictions have been able to address this use through a Temporary Use Permit.
Mr. MacKenzie noted that he understands the concerns of Council regarding
grandfathering and recommended the option of a Temporary Use Permit approach
rather than a prohibition.
Neil Blair – 1531 Portage Road (Electoral Area C) – OPPOSED
Mr. Blair noted safety concerns for residents who have to drive the highway to get
product from Squamish or Vancouver if it is not available in Pemberton.
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Tanya Pasenow – 7416 Flint Street (Village of Pemberton) – OPPOSED
Ms. Pasenow advised that she is not in support of this bylaw and that the Village
needs more good businesses.
Mayor Richman called a first time for more comment.
Cindy Filipenko – 1472 Olive Street (Village of Pemberton) – OPPOSED
Ms. Filipenko spoke about her own experiences advising that she makes creams for
people with arthritis using Cannibas because it is safer than using analgesics.
Ms. Filipenko would like to see a dispensary open in town.
Drew Arnold – 1436 Portage Road (Village of Pemberton) – Supplemental
Comment
Mr. Arnold noted that the other communities identified as having prohibited medical
marihuana dispensaries are mostly Christian conservative.
Rose Lopes – (address not verified) – OPPOSED
Ms. Lopes advised that she would like to see a dispensary in town.
Ginny Stratton – 6850 Crabapple Way (Whistler) – Supplemental Comment
Ms. Stratton spoke about the Open Houses SWED held noting that many people
expressed opposition to the Bylaw and that most of those who visited had legitimate
reasons for needing access to medical marihuana.
Ms. Stratton noted that people were happy to have the dispensary close to other
businesses and that the potential of the Industrial Park as a location would be
inconvenient and out of the way.
Ms. Stratton further noted that the product supplied by Health Canada is not up to par
and that people would rather be able to have access to product locally than have to
drive to Squamish or beyond. If available in Pemberton, it would reduce vehicle
emissions in the corridor and foster spending in Pemberton.
Ms. Stratton thanked Council and staff for hosting the Public Hearing as well as those
in attendance.
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Randy Ketterling – 7476 Prospect Street (Village of Pemberton)
Mr. Ketterling advised that he is not opposed to medical marihuana and noted that
you don’t need an ID card to purchase product at the Squamish dispensary.
Mr. Ketterling questioned the SWED Society’s track record in Toronto noting that
ethics are a concern to the community in Pemberton.
Cori Golanowsky – Cottonwood Street (Village of Pemberton) – Supplemental
Comment
Mr. Golanowsky thanked Council and asked them to take into consideration that there
is currently a pharmacy and liquor store in the downtown area.
5. CLOSING STATEMENTS
Mayor Richman called three (3) times for any other submissions and hearing none
made the following closing statements:
On behalf of Council and myself I would like to thank all of you who have
attended this meeting. Your input and participation in the process is greatly
appreciated.
Please note that after the Public Hearing is adjourned, the opportunity for
public discussion is ended and Council may not hear from or receive
correspondence from interested parties relating to this bylaw. This bylaw is
now a matter for Council’s consideration based upon information received to
date.
6. ADJOURNMENT
At 8:13 p.m. the Public Hearing was adjourned.

_____________________________
Mike Richman
Mayor

_____________________________
Sheena Fraser
Corporate Officer

The Mayor

Appendix A To the Public
Hearing Minutes

Village of Pemberton

Sir:
I write to you as the Chair of the Residential Strata Council EPS-876 also known as the “Elements”
located at 7445 Frontier Street, Pemberton. We have recently become aware one of the commercial
properties on the main floor is undergoing structural improvements in support of opening a Marihuana
Dispensary, or similar business. At a recent Strata Council Meeting the residential owners directed me to
write to the Village Council and voice our opposition to the establishment of this business in our building.
While the Strata Council takes no position on the legitimacy of the operation of such businesses, we do
note the Federal and Provincial administration/regulation of these businesses is ambiguous at best.
Accordingly, the ability for competent authorities to inspect and regulate Marihuana dispensaries is
effectively non-existent. This grey area in the law gives rise to a degree of uncertainty whether these
businesses are operated in safe and responsible manner. The residents are particularly concerned the
product offered for sale at the dispensary will be consumed on or near the common property of the Strata
thereby impacting the use and enjoyment of our residences. Some of our residents are sensitive to
tobacco smoke originating from the street and common strata property which has substantially increased
since the Liquor Store opened. The prospect of additional Marihuana smoke is viewed with some angst.
We also understand some insurance companies have given notice that coverage will be suspended if a
Marihuana dispensary is operating in a residential building (Vancouver Sun; April 4, 2015). This has also
created a level of apprehension amongst the residential owners of the Elements.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Strata Council respects the choice of the individual to consume
Marihuana or not. Our position is that this choice should not negatively impact others and the sale of this
product is better located in a commercial area. I would be delighted to discuss our perspective in more
detail. I can be reached at 778 319-3013 or email braddes@me.com.

Regards,

Brad Desmarais

Received at Regular Council Meeting No. 1442
Tuesday, January 17, 2017
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From: Nicole Lamont [mailto:nicole.lamont74@icloud.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2017 4:27 PM
To: VoP Admin
Subject: Bylaw 809

To Mayor and Council,
Medical use cannabis is for the individual person to decide if they
want to use for medical use.Please move forward in a positive
direction and let the people of our area have the option to have the
medical cannabis to buy in our town.Nicole and Doug Lamont
Mount Currie Bc.
Sent from my iPad
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From: Lindy Scott [mailto:lindyacampbell@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2017 10:41 AM
To: VoP Admin
Subject: Mayor & Council

Dear Mayor and Council
I am in complete opposition to the proposed bylaw which would prevent S.W.E.D from opening
their medicinal cannabis dispensary.
Access to medical cannabis is a constitutional right in our country.
From what I understand, S.W.E.D. will be following very strict regulations and measures to
ensure that clients who need alternative care will receive it safely.
There are so many ailments that can be treated with medicinal cannabis, with little to no negative
side affects, unlike many traditional prescription drugs.
Having a local option for Pemberton patients makes sense, as not everyone who is a registered
member has access to travel to "fill a prescription."
Many municipalities have already passed bylaws to allow dispensaries to operate, and it's only a
matter of time before the federal government will legalize marijuana.
Thank you for your consideration.
Lindy Scott
lindyacampbell@gmail.com
604-966-1276
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From: Kristyn Zakall [mailto:kristyn.zee@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, January 28, 2017 3:58 PM
To: VoP Admin
Subject: Mayor and council

Dear Mayor and Council
Below you will find a replica letter sent in by Lindy Scott. I agree wholeheartedly with
everything that she has named.
-----I am in complete opposition to the proposed bylaw which would prevent S.W.E.D from opening
tier medicinal cannabis dispensary.
Access to medical cannabis is a constitutional right in our country.
From what I understand, S.W.E.D. will be following very strict regulations and measures to
ensure that clients who need alternative care will receive it safely.
There are so many ailments that can be treated with medicinal cannabis, with little to no negative
side affects, unlike many traditional prescription drugs.
Having a local option for Pemberton patients makes sense, as not everyone who is a registered
member has access to travel to "fill a prescription."
Many municipalities have already passed bylaws to allow dispensaries to operate, and it's only a
matter of time before the federal government will legalize marijuana.
Thank you for your consideration.
In addition, once the Federal Government proposed Bill to legalize Marijuana sales in BC, being
behind on that will give residents/ communities outside the VOP more of an advantage in
gaining profit. Money that could be used within the VOP.
Regards,
Kristyn Zakall
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From: Bike Co [mailto:bikeco@shaw.ca]
Sent: Sunday, January 29, 2017 3:00 PM
To: VoP Admin
Subject: Medical Cannabis
Hello Village of Pemberton
This letter is to support the concept of a medical cannabis dispensary in Pemberton.
While still technically an illegal substance, the laws restricting cannabis are widely
regarded as outdated and unconstitutional, and are largely ignored by the public, police
and courts. It seems that it is recognized that in this case “…the law is an ass” and
while our federal leadership has been slow to act, numerous municipalities across the
country have moved ahead dealing with the realities of the situation and enacted bylaws
that provide a framework for responsible cannabis distribution.
To the best of my knowledge none of the cities and towns that have accepted
dispensaries in their communities have had their respective skies fall. With the absence
of evidence that would justify continued cannabis restriction, I feel it is time to move
ahead with local bylaws that reflect the wills of the governed.
Thank you,
Peter Colapinto
1427 Poplar St. Pemberton
Co-owner, Pemberton Bike Co.
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From: Riva Fisher <riva.fishes@gmail.com>
Subject: Written Submission re: Marijuana Dispensary Meeting
Date: January 29, 2017 at 3:23:52 PM PST
To: admin@pemberton.ca
Hello,
I’m unable to attend the meeting this Tuesday but would still like to be part of the discussion!
Please see the attached submission and if it is to be read out make sure whoever does it has a lot
of pizzazz.
Thanks!
Riva Fisher
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Last week, on my way to check out the Winter Festivities at the downtown barn, I
was pleasantly surprised to find a new shop opening its doors across the street. As
someone who calls upon the curative properties of cannabis fairly regularly, I was
glad to find a place locally that might come of some use the next time I need it.
Unfortunately, the Village of Pemberton doesn’t share the same sentiment, and the
shop is unable to obtain a license to dispense medicinal marijuana, despite an
overwhelming shift in the way the substance is being viewed in recent years. More
and more, the benefits of marijuana are being found to far outweigh the negatives.
From health and wellness perspectives, to crime reduction and economic increase;
ignoring the positive impact that marijuana can have would be a poor and
irresponsible choice for our community
When I was diagnosed with a brain tumour six years ago, it was unbelievably
heartwarming how much this town came to my aid. Within days I’d been bundled up
in hand sewn blankets, treated to mountains of homemade baking, and given more
Sudoku and crossword puzzles than I could possibly hope to finish. The time that
affectionately became known as “Tumour Time” was cloaked in support and well
wishes from a community that I had known and loved since I was born. But when
the effects of my treatment started to kick in, the baking and the blankets and the
Sudoku were pushed aside as I wrapped myself around the toilet for days, unable to
eat or sleep or even hold down water. The powerful anti-nauseants I’d been
prescribed to help with the chemotherapy weren’t working, and we didn’t know
where to turn for help. Luckily, I live in BC, a place known for its bountiful ‘bud’, and
it wasn’t long before the community provided. When a friend showed up with a
vaporizer and a little bag of pot I was tentative. I’d smoked before but didn’t really
like it. I’d always be the kid that would take one hit and spend the rest of the night
paranoid and uncomfortable. The last thing I wanted was to be that kid in front of
my parents (how embarrassing) but when I finally gave in it was nothing short of a
miracle. Within minutes I was back on my feet, talking, laughing— even eating. The
medicinal effects of marijuana could not have been felt in a more tangible way.
From then, ‘weed’ became a fairly integral part of my journey towards recovery. In
many instances it has less side effects, less risk of addiction, and often seems more
effective than the other medicines I’ve been prescribed. Not to mention it’s a hell of
a lot more enjoyable.
Since my diagnoses I’ve had three brain surgeries, all of which left me with shortterm paralysis on my left side and varying amounts of pain. Many in similar
positions have turned to harmful and addictive prescription medicines, a situation
that has had tragic consequences in Pemberton. With marijuana, I developed a deep
addiction to watching reruns of Magnum PI— an arguably better alternative to what
opioids like Oxycontin and other prescription painkillers had to offer.
An article published in the Pique this October highlights the issue of zoning for a
dispensary here in town. Counselor Helmer voices her concern with allowing local
sales of the drug, saying, “People just go crazy” when they use it. She also claims
that there isn’t any testing of medicinal marijuana and that it is a drain on resources.
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While her experience as a paramedic in Vancouver will no doubt have shown her
the scarier side of drug use; her argument is biased and misinformed. Marijuana is a
powerful drug that absolutely has its side effects. Like many, I’ve felt the impending
doom that comes from eating too much of a brownie, or the unpleasant sense that
oh my god, everyone is looking at me and I don’t know where to put my hands or how
to make words and what do I do now? Like alcohol, it is important to know your
limit, and when you’ve had enough (though unlike alcohol, you can probably just
sleep it off if you’ve gone overboard, no stomach pump necessary). The irony that
this dispensary is not being allowed to sell pot when the store next door is selling a
product with an incomparably devastating track record for public health and safety
is not lost on me. If we are talking about a drain on resources perhaps we should be
looking at the cost of alcohol related accidents while we’re at it.
Counselor Helmer’s argument that there isn’t any testing done on medicinal
marijuana is false, though because of its current legal status, testing and regulating
the drug does have its difficulties. Increasingly, however, the scientific community is
turning to marijuana and its composites, THC and CBD, for help tackling all sorts of
health issues, from cancer to addiction, to treating mental health disorders such as
PTSD and depression. It is only because of the outdated prohibition on the drug that
more tests (and therein more beneficial and accurate results) aren’t receiving the
attention or funding they deserve. Fortunately, this is changing. In Canada our
federal government is working on legalizing marijuana, drawing on the successes
that multiple states in the US have already demonstrated. If we look to Colorado,
where recreational use of marijuana was legalized in January 2014, we can see
overwhelming evidence that supports a similar move. Not only is there major
economic benefit drawn from tax revenue, but crime is down and jobs are up. Rural
communities are experiencing new growth and infrastructural investments at an
unprecedented rate thanks to regulation and municipal taxes—something that the
Village of Pemberton could absolutely use to their advantage.
I understand the council’s concerns with allowing a dispensary to open in town. I
grew up here and have seen as well as anyone how dramatically our little village is
changing, but like my staunch opposition to the McDonalds opening up back in ’04
(or was it ’03?), denying this zoning permit is merely delaying the inevitable. I’ve
seen the negative impact that drugs and alcohol have had on many in our
community, but I’ve also felt firsthand the healing effect that cannabis can bring.
Marijuana legislation around the world is adapting to reflect a more modern and
sensible approach towards the drug. The Village of Pemberton should not ignore
this or the potential benefits that so many other municipalities are already feeling.
Besides, once legalization really takes off, the Pemberton Valley’s agriculture
prowess is going to be in very high demand.
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From: Zoe Martin [mailto:zoe@gpmdesign.ca]
Sent: Sunday, January 29, 2017 9:58 PM
To: VoP Admin
Cc: Mike Richman; Jennie Helmer; James Linklater; Karen Ross; Ted Craddock
Subject: Zoning Amendment (Marihuana Operations) Bylaw No. 809, 2017

Dear Mayor and Council
As I will be unable to attend the Public Hearing, set for Tuesday 31st January 2017,
regarding the Zoning Amendment (Marihuana Operations) Bylaw No. 809, 2017, please
find attached my correspondence in support of a ban on the operation of medical
marijuana dispensaries within the Village of Pemberton.
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you need any further information.
Kind regards
Zoé Martin
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January 30, 2017

To: Pemberton Mayor and Council,
I may not be able to attend the meeting tomorrow night so I am writing to express my support for the medical
dispensary on Frontier Street and to oppose proposed bylaw #809.
I believe this is a valuable resource that will benefit many members of our community. Medical marijuana should
be easily available to people who require this medicine, just like any other health care product or service. There
are many surrounding communities in BC such as Squamish, Vancouver, Victoria etc. who have been able to allow
dispensaries to operate and I believe Pemberton should follow a similar model to adapt to the current reality and
progress surrounding this issue.
I have owned a health related business in Pemberton for over 5 years (Be Natural, herbal apothecary & foods,
Owner & Stay Wild Natural Health, Co-owner) and know many people in our community who need this medicine
to treat cancer, seizures, chronic pain, any many other serious medical conditions but have difficulty with access. I
have spoken to hundreds of community members on this topic and the response has been overwhelmingly
positive in support of the dispensary opening.
Thank you for considering the public opinion on this matter. I hope that a decision will be reached that best
represents the community as a whole.
Best Regards,
Nada Shureih
106-7445 Frontier Street
Pemberton, BC
V0N 2L0
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From: Maureen Douglas [mailto:modouglas@me.com]
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 12:08 PM
To: VoP Admin
Subject: Letter to Mayor and Council

Dear Mayor and Council,
I am in support of medicinal marijuana being available through a retail establishment in
Pemberton. I've witnessed the dramatically positive effects of marijuana (applied in various
forms from ingestible to topical ointments) for people with arthritis, pain and other ailments and
infections. It is anticipated that the federal government will legalize marijuana by late April, less
than three months from now. Creating a bylaw against it when legalization is weeks away seems
redundant and obstructionist, and will only further criminal activity in the growth and
distribution of marijuana in Pemberton.
For some medicinal users, having access to marijuana only through illegal means is stressful and
concerning, with the result being that people who greatly benefit from marijuana do not always
have access to it. I support this valuable medicinal resource being available in a responsible and
respectful manner via a regulated retail store in Pemberton.
Sincerely,
Maureen Douglas
1472 Olive Street
Pemberton, BC
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From: Larry C [mailto:larrycosulich@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 12:58 PM
To: VoP Admin
Subject: proposed bylaw amendment re:medical cannabis

To: Pemberton Mayor and Council,
I fully support medical cannabis to be accessible in Pemberton B.C.
I have had serious health issues over the last decade and cannabis has saved
my life, and has made my quality of life much more manageable.
To further prohibit this life-saving plant will certainly be an ongoing 'crime
against humanity".
Pharmaceutical drugs were poisoning my body and mind and causing
multiple problems.
Cannabis, 'as you should all know by now', is non-toxic, effective, and safe.
The Federal Government of Canada is stalling with this issue and causing
undue harm to innocent Canadian citizens, now it is up to you 'few people'
to make a positive change in our area that will help Canadians with their
health.
Please move forward with this issue and consider only the facts concerning
cannabis. The harm caused by the mentality of "Reefer Madness" since the
prohibition of cannabis has gone on far too long and is simply uncalled for
and unjust.
Please take note, the proper scientific term for the plant is "Cannabis", any
other terms or words are considered slang and disrespectful.
I strongly urge Pemberton Mayor and Council to be compassionate, and to
follow neighboring communities such as Squamish, Vancouver, and
Victoria, to uphold all Canadians constitutional rights as ordered by the
Federal Courts of Canada, and to allow reasonable access to medical
cannabis in our community.
Sincerely,
Larry Cosulich
7420 Flint St
Pemberton BC
V0N 1L0
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From: Melissa Darou [mailto:mdarou@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 10:11 PM
To: VoP Admin
Subject: letter in support of Zoning Amendment Bylaw 809, 2017 - public hearing

Dear Mayor and Council,
I am writing in support of the Zoning Amendment Bylaw No.809, 2017 prohibiting
marijuana operations in the Village of Pemberton.
While I agree that marijuana has many medical benefits for people with far fewer side effects
than many pharmaceutical drugs, there is currently no oversight for dispensaries and I believe
this is problematic.
What I have seen in cities is that dispensaries are cropping up everywhere—in quiet residential
neighbourhoods, and near schools, daycares, and busy commercial centres.
Marijuana is not prescribed by doctors in dispensaries. It is administered by business owners,
who undoubtedly believe in its benefits, but are also in a business to make profit.
Dispensaries don’t look like clinics, they look like places where a wide range of marijuana
products are available, visible, loosely prescribed and consumed openly indoors and outdoors—
essentially busy places where people hang out or stop by day and night to access and consume
high potency pot.
With Pemberton’s limited commercial space, I am concerned that a vape shop is already taking a
prominent place across from the community barn. It’s an example of something that’s legal and
allowed through the zoning bylaw, but not the highest and best use, in my opinion, of a central
commercial location next to a community amenity, which is used largely by families.
As a small town on the cusp of big growth, thoughtful, visionary planning is imperative to
preserve the things that make Pemberton a great place to live, work and visit. If marijuana
operations are permitted as a use in the zoning bylaw, there are few means to control where
dispensaries are set up, how many proliferate, or how they operate, and essentially good
community planning becomes controlled just by market forces.
I believe that adopting the proposed zoning amendment bylaw will allow Council time to
consider more thoughtfully regulations around marijuana production and distribution, when they
are enacted by the federal government, without creating more burden on local RCMP resources
or creating irreversible consequences for community planning.
Best regards,
Melissa Darou
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From: Cindy Filipenko [mailto:cindyfilipenko@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 7:57 PM
To: VoP Admin
Subject: Medical Marijuana

Dear Mayor and Council,
As someone who has held a federal MMAR (Marihuana Medical Access Regulations
authorization) to cultivate and possess marijuana since 2010, I am in support of
marijuana being available in a local retail establishment. I, and many others I know, use
marijuana in a variety of forms to deal with arthritis, Many arthritis medications, such as
analgesics, have negative side effects such as stomach upset and, in the long run, can
impair liver and kidney function. Marijuana does not.
I know other folks in our town who take marijuana for insomnia and menopause
symptoms to great effect. To have a safe and reliable source of this effective remedy
would be of great benefit to many people in our community.
With the federal government weeks away from legalizing and regulating the sale and
distribution of this helpful plant, I feel moving forward with a zoning amendment is a
waste of time, money and other resources.
Sincerely,
Cindy Filipenko
1472 Olive Street
Pemberton, BC
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From: Melissa Ronayne [mailto:melissaronayne@msn.com]
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 4:36 PM
To: VoP Admin
Subject: Town meeting re: marijuana
To whom it may concern:
Thank you for taking the time to read my email letter.
I would like to express my support in the opening of a legal dispensary for marijuana. I
feel like this is the direction that the world is moving for a more natural pain reliever, one
of many uses for this plant. The drug world is a very scary world right now and I know
that if people have somewhere safe to get their medically prescribed and tested safe
cannabis that they are less likely to be getting tainted products that could harm or kill
them out of desperation from not being able to get to another dispensary or waiting for it
to be delivered. The healing qualities of cannabis oil are shy of miraculous and I would
love to see this available should I ever need it in the future.
This business would be a contributor to the town via taxes and rental payment where
there might otherwise be a vacant spot.
I would not worry about the smell of this shop at all as it cannot possibly be worse then
what wafts out of the apartments above the Supermarket.
It also opens the line of communication for our children and how legal and regulated
drugs can benefit those in need where as street drugs are scary and should be avoided
at all costs.
In an area where people are dying from tainted pot why should we not offer a safe
buying location, plus some of the prescribed legal drugs from the pharmacy are far
scarier than marijuana and are addictive. Would the doctors not prefer to prescribe
something better than the addictive opioids, let's not forget they contain heroin, currently
over prescribed?
Thank you again for your time
Melissa Ronayne
8767 Pemberton Meadows Rd
Pemberton BC
V0N 2L2
(Not a pot smoker but not opposed to the idea of a healthier pain relief should I or my
family ever need it!)
Sent from my iPhone
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From: M McDonald [mailto:mamcdonald6@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 4:02 PM
To: VoP Admin
Subject: Medicinal Marihuana Dispensary

Mayor and Council
Village of Pemberton
I am writing this letter instead of attending the meeting tonight as it is day two of my chemo
treatment cycle and my immune system is far to compromised to be in a public place. I would
like you to know that I do not use Marihuana recreationaly or otherwise.
I believe that delaying the opening of a Dispensary here in Pemberton is only hurting many,
many local people and adding to the cost of their medical care. I know you have the ability to
design a by law that can be changed as the federal government regulations come known so why
wait? Why deny people access to some thing that is legal and prescribed? Please do not let fear
of reprecussions be a part of your decision making. It will take to long to wait for the federal
government and there are other communities who have already moved ahead in this area use
their ideas while you develop your own by laws.
Please allow dispensaries in Pemberton.
Margaret McDonald
7416 Flint Street
Pemberton BC
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From: Jeff Waters [mailto:jeff_waters17@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 12:59 PM
To: VoP Admin
Subject: To the Manager of corporate and legislative services

Re: public hearing for medical cannabis bylaw .
The Canada Health Act[3] (the Act) states that:
continued access to quality health care without financial or other barriers will be critical
to maintaining and improving the health and well-being of Canadians.
As well, section 3 of the Act provides that the primary objective of Canadian health care policy
is:
to protect, promote and restore the physical and mental well-being of residents of
Canada and to facilitate reasonable access to health services without financial or other
barriers
Section 15 of the Canadian Charter of freedoms
Every individual is equal before and under the law and has the right to the equal protection and
equal benefit of the law without discrimination and, in particular, without discrimination based
on race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age or mental or physical disability.
With attention to mental and physical disability the bylaw imposed by the village of Pemberton
directly violates this right. Medical cannabis is legal in Canada therefore restricting its access is a
violation of the above section 3 of the Canadian health care act, which is to facilitate reasonable
and timely access to health services without financial or other barriers.
According to the Supreme Court of Canada's Section 15 jurisprudence, the equality guarantees of
section 15 are aimed at preventing the "violation of essential human dignity and freedom through
the imposition of disadvantage, stereotyping, or political and social prejudices, and to promote a
society in which all persons enjoy equal recognition at law as human beings or as members of
Canadian society, equally capable and equally deserving of concern, respect and consideration.
As a business owner/operator and property owner in Darcy and squamish that has been serving
the sea to sky corridor for 10 years as well as a medicinal cannabis patient The Canada Health
Act[3] (the Act) states that:
continued access to quality health care without financial or other barriers will be critical
to maintaining and improving the health and well-being of Canadians.
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As well, section 3 of the Act provides that the primary objective of Canadian health care policy
is:
to protect, promote and restore the physical and mental well-being of residents of
Canada and to facilitate reasonable access to health services without financial or other
barriers
Section 15 of the Canadian Charter of freedoms
Every individual is equal before and under the law and has the right to the equal protection and
equal benefit of the law without discrimination and, in particular, without discrimination based
on race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age or mental or physical disability.
With attention to mental and physical disability the bylaw imposed by the village of Pemberton
directly violates this right. Medical cannabis is legal in Canada therefore restricting its access is
also a violation of the above section 3 of the Canadian health care act, which is to facilitate
reasonable and timely access to health services without financial or other barriers.
According to the Supreme Court of Canada's Section 15 jurisprudence, the equality guarantees of
section 15 are aimed at preventing the "violation of essential human dignity and freedom through
the imposition of disadvantage, stereotyping, or political and social prejudices, and to promote a
society in which all persons enjoy equal recognition at law as human beings or as members of
Canadian society, equally capable and equally deserving of concern, respect and consideration.
the decision of mayor and council directly showcases the out of touch nature of local politics that
is slowing the progression of fundamental economic, environmental, medical and civil rights
advancements.
As a business owner/operator property owner in Darcy and squamish and medicinal cannabis
patient who has received a complete renewal of life and ultimately the ability to continue
growing my businesses and supporting the community
I would strongly suggest mayor and council obtain peer reviewed, science based information
regarding medical cannabis as well as reach out to community members at an open discussion
prior to imposing bylaws that will benefit only the local drug dealers who profit in the hundreds
of thousands and jeopardize the health and safety of our community by bringing in laced
substances and passing them on without testing! The same drug dealers who sell to our children
without discrimination of age.
Regards,
Jeff Waters

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Larry C [mailto:larrycosulich@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 12:05 PM
To: VoP Admin
Subject: cannabis prohibition

To: Mayor and Council,
I would like to take this time to remind you of a 'young man' in Pemberton who took his own life
because he was caught trying cannabis with other students during lunch or recess. He was being
detained after school was out, he was scared to death, then he ran out of the school when no-one
was watching him, hid out in the bush and then took his own life. He was not found until the
next day. What a tragedy that was, and it still hurts to think about what happened. It was
absolutely devastating to the whole community, and still is..... The lies, the stigma, and the
propaganda surrounding this plant led to this awful and tragic event.
We always hear " nobody has ever died from cannabis"
But never forget those who have died from " cannabis prohibition"
"We love you Joel and you will be in our hearts forever."
Please do not let his passing go without recognition and remembrance.
Please, no more lies, no more fears, embrace the truth.
Sincerely.
Larry Cosulich
7420 Flint St
Pemberton BC
ps: I would read this tonight at the Public Hearing but I don't think I could get through it without
a major meltdown, if someone would care to read it for me, please do, thank you, Larry.
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Form Submission Info
First Name: myson
Last Name: effa
Street Address: 201-7331 Arbutus St
PO Box:
Town/City: Pemberton
Province: British Columbia
Postal Code: V0N 2L1
Phone Number: 604 905 9153
Email: mngrgateway@hotmail.com
Please attach any related documents (if applicable):
Message to Mayor & Council:
Open Letter to Mayor & Council:
RE: Marijuana Dispensary Jan 31/ 17
Letter as Resident, Citizen & Property Owner
As a Property Owner at Elements, along with my spouse ‘Ela, & as sitting Elements Strata Board
Member, I wholly endorse the letter sent by Brad Desmarais on behalf of our strata & all owners,
& endorse the VoP proposed moratorium.
There is already a severe smoking problem with Liquor store patrons, compounded with pot
smoking patrons that would be just too much. As a cancer survivor, I’m empathetic, & want all
needy patients to have access to real life saving medicine, but as an co- owner in 2 residential
properties, the real potential loss of building insurance & loss of value of our holdings are very
seriously worrying to my spouse & I. This our retirement savings being threatened here !!!
Most jurisdictions around the world have put dispensaries in commercial areas away from
residential properties. When Dispensaries are legalized in a year by Federal & Provincial
legislation, I strongly urge the VoP to do the same.

Proposed Zoning Amendment (Marihuana Operation) Bylaw No. 809, 2017
Currently, medical marihuana dispensaries are not lawful in Canada. The Village is aware that
the Federal Government is proposing imminent legislative changes that may legalize and
regulate the retail sale of medical marihuana. Until this occurs, the Village of Pemberton
proposes to prohibit the operation of medical marihuana dispensaries within the Village
boundaries. Once the federal government has determined its approach, the use of marihuana
operations in Pemberton will be reviewed in more depth as part of the Village’s overall review
and update of their Zoning Bylaw, a process which is presently being undertaken and anticipated
to be completed by December 31, 2017. --------------
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The Mayor Village of Pemberton Sir:
I write to you as the Chair of the Residential Strata Council EPS-876 also known as the
“Elements” located at 7445 Frontier Street, Pemberton. We have recently become aware one of
the commercial properties on the main floor is undergoing structural improvements in support of
opening a Marihuana Dispensary, or similar business. At a recent Strata Council Meeting the
residential owners directed me to write to the Village Council and voice our opposition to the
establishment of this business in our building. While the Strata Council takes no position on the
legitimacy of the operation of such businesses, we do note the Federal and Provincial
administration/regulation of these businesses is ambiguous at best. Accordingly, the ability for
competent authorities to inspect and regulate Marihuana dispensaries is effectively non-existent.
This grey area in the law gives rise to a degree of uncertainty whether these businesses are
operated in safe and responsible manner. The residents are particularly concerned the product
offered for sale at the dispensary will be consumed on or near the common property of the Strata
thereby impacting the use and enjoyment of our residences. Some of our residents are sensitive
to tobacco smoke originating from the street and common strata property which has substantially
increased since the Liquor Store opened. The prospect of additional Marihuana smoke is viewed
with some angst. We also understand some insurance companies have given notice that coverage
will be suspended if a Marihuana dispensary is operating in a residential building (Vancouver
Sun; April 4, 2015). This has also created a level of apprehension amongst the residential owners
of the Elements. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Strata Council respects the choice of the
individual to consume Marihuana or not. Our position is that this choice should not negatively
impact others and the sale of this product is better located in a commercial area. I would be
delighted to discuss our perspective in more detail. I can be reached at 778 *** **** or email
brad*****@******.com.
Regards, Brad Desmarais
Received at Regular Council Meeting No. 1442 Tuesday, January 17, 2017
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Appendix B

VILLAGE OF PEMBERTON
BYLAW No. 809, 2017

Being a bylaw to amend the Village of Pemberton Zoning Bylaw No. 466, 2001

WHEREAS pursuant to Section 137 of the Community Charter a Council may amend its
Zoning Bylaw from time to time;
WHEREAS pursuant to Section 479 of the Local Government Act RS2015 a Council
may prohibit any use or uses in a zone;
AND WHEREAS the Council of the Village of Pemberton deems it desirable to
expressly prohibit the use of Marijuana Operations throughout the Village;
NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Village of Pemberton in open meeting
assembled ENACTS AS FOLLOWS:
1.

CITATION
This Bylaw may be cited as “Village of Pemberton Zoning (Marihuana Operation)
Amendment Bylaw No. 809, 2017”

2.

Village Zoning Bylaw No. 466, 2001 be amended as follows:
a) Section 104.Definitions:
i.

by adding the following:
a. marihuana operation: means the cultivating, growing,
producing, packaging, storing, distributing, dispensing,
advertising, trading or selling of cannabis (marihuana) or
its derivatives but excludes Medical Marihuana
Production Facility.

b) Section 202. Prohibited Uses of Land, Buildings and Structures and
Water:
i.

by adding ‘Marijuana Operation’ to the list of Prohibited Land
Uses as (1)(e).

READ A FIRST TIME this 17th day of January, 2017.
READ A SECOND TIME this 17th day of January, 2017.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING for Village of Pemberton Zoning (Marihuana
Operation) Amendment Bylaw No. 809, 2017 PUBLISHED IN THE Whistler
Question on this 24th day of January, 2017 and PUBLISHED IN THE Pique
Newsmagazine on this 26th day of January, 2017.
PUBLIC HEARING HELD this 31st day of January, 2017.
READ A THIRD TIME this ____ day of _________, 2017.
ADOPTED this ______day of __________, 2017.

____________________
Mayor
Mike Richman

____________________________
Corporate Officer
Sheena Fraser
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Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council
Box 845, Whistler BC V0N 1B0
604-698-8334
ssinvasives@gmail.com
www.ssisc.info

Thursday, January 26, 2017
To:
Village of Pemberton
c/o Sheena Fraser
sfraser@pemberton.ca
RE: Request for Invasive Species Management Funding for 2017
Dear Mayor and Council,
I am writing to you to request funding for 2017 for our ongoing Invasive Species Management Program. We are
very grateful for the funding you provided to us in previous years, and hope you can continue to support our
work into 2017 and beyond.
Our organization, the Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council, is a charitable organization that works to minimize the
threat of invasive species that impact on the environment, the economy and human health in the Sea to Sky
corridor. We carry out on-the-ground inventory, control and monitoring of invasive plants; we raise awareness,
educate and train the public, government agencies, and other land managers about invasive species and their
impacts; we provide a conduit for information and a source of expertise on invasive species including
identification, prevention and control; we aim to improve invasive plant stakeholder communication and
information sharing; and we work with local governments to develop and implement policy. An overview of our
programs is provided in the attached SSISC 2015 Annual Report. Note: our 2016 Annual Report will be available
in April 2017.
Invasive plants profoundly limit biodiversity, threatening the vital elements that support the ecological integrity
of coastal ecosystems. These species negatively affect the habitat of wild animals, they can increase fire hazard
and accelerate erosion, which leads to siltation. They also cause human and animal health problems, can impact
buildings and infrastructure, and can reduce crop and forage quantity and quality. In Pemberton, species like
Orange Hawkweed and Burdock affect agricultural land values, Purple Loosestrife and Himalayan Blackberry are
threatening riparian ecosystems, and Japanese Knotweed is threatening infrastructure and property values.
Because of the cost to our environment, economy, and health, prevention of new invaders, and active
management of existing invasive species is key. Choosing to act now and support programs that raise awareness
about new invaders to the area like Scotch Broom, and preventing the further spread of species that are already
here will save the community of Pemberton money in the long run.
As a charitable organization, our programs are funded by a combination of contributions from our Local
Government Partnership Program participants, our fee-for-service programs (training and field crew hire
programs), and also through grants from government, industry and private foundations. Whilst we have been
lucky in the past, we cannot rely on grants to support our work.
For this reason, we request annual funds from all local, regional and first nations governments in the corridor, as
these communities directly benefit from the services we provide. The Village of Pemberton contributed $1,500
last year, which we are very grateful for, as it allowed us to carry out outreach activities such as:
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A weed pull with students from Signal Hill Elementary;
Hosting an information booth at the Pemberton Farmer’s market;
Delivery of letters to landholders with high priority invasive plants on their properties;
Developing and distributing print and electronic learning resources;
Maintaining and updating our website and social media channels;
Answering questions and providing information about invasive species and recommended management
strategies by phone, email and in person via property visits.

We ask that that the Village continue to support our local government partnership program in 2017.
Request #1:
We ask that the Village of Pemberton join the Resort Municipality of Whistler, the District of Squamish, the
Village of Lions Bay, and the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District in providing stable annual funding for our
Partnership Program, with a contribution of $1,500 for 2017.
This stable, yearly funding is being requested from all local governments in the region to support SSISC’s
coordination, education and outreach programs. Examples of the kind of services that Partnership Program
participants receive include:
 support and advice to staff and residents regarding invasive species identification and recommendations
for control and monitoring;
 access to Species Fact Sheets and electronic resources;
 sharing of knowledge and resources;
 maintenance of invasive species inventory and control maps;
 staff training;
 consultation services with Village of Pemberton staff for the development of disposal recommendations,
bylaws, policies and/or planting lists;
 hosting a community weed pull; and
 other services mutually agreed upon.
For a relatively small investment we can provide these much needed services. The idea being, that we can
achieve much more through a united collaborative effort, than if each municipality and or regional district tries
to go it alone. Some of our partners think of it as cost sharing for the services and resources that their staff
would otherwise have to provide.

The second way that the Village of Pemberton can support Invasive Species Management, is by participating in
our fee-for service program, i.e. hiring SSISC Filed Crews during the summer months to carry out inventory,
control and monitoring of invasive plant infestations. We currently carry out this kind of work for a variety of
partners/customers including the Squamish Lillooet Regional District, the BC Ministry of Transport, the BC
Ministry of Forests Lands and Natural Resource Operations, the District of Squamish, BC Hydro, Fortis BC and
many others.
Last year, invasive plant removals in Pemberton were paid for by funds from a Community Foundation of
Whistler grant, and private landholders. Seven high priority species occur in Pemberton in very few places
(Blueweed, Common Bugloss, Scotch Broom, Japanese Knotweed, Yellow Flag Iris, Himalayan Blackberry and
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Purple Loosestrife). Most of these species are currently very limited in distribution, so eradication is feasible,
and it would be a prudent use of municipal resources to try to tackle this problem while it is relatively small.
Our Field Crews, who are equipped for mechanical and chemical control of invasive plants, hire out at a rate of
$120/hr for a crew of two people. $3,000 of funding would allow us to carry out control at 6 to 9 sites,
depending on driving distances; site size, density and distribution of the invasive species at site; and the
proposed control method.
Request #2:
We ask that the Village of Pemberton join our fee-for service Field Program, and provide $3,000 of funding for
Inventory, Control and Monitoring of high priority invasive plants within the VOP boundary.
Note: In 2016, we discovered a large infestation of Himalayan Blackberry along the Arn Canal. This species is not
well established anywhere else in the region north of Brackendale. Himalayan Blackberry is an important species
to contain, as it is difficult to eradicate, and has significant ecosystem impacts once established. Control of this
species is labour intensive, and assumedly cost-prohibitive for VOP to hire SSISC to carry out manual removal, so
we would like to consider some alternative options for manually controlling this species using in-kind labour
(e.g. conference groups, school groups). We will be in touch with staff from the Village to plan and facilitate this
work.
In summary, we are requesting a total of $4,500 of funding for Invasive Plant Management for 2017.
We hope you see value and merit in our work, and that you will consider the request for funding in your budget
planning process. If you have any questions, please contact me anytime.
Warm regards,

Clare Greenberg
Executive Director
Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council
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Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council
ANNUAL REPORT
2015

Village of Pemberton
Regular Council Meeting No. 1443
Tuesday, February 7, 2017
85 of 119

INTRODUCTION
2015 marked the 6th year of operations for the Sea to Sky Invasive
Species Council (SSISC). Since 2009, the SSISC has been working to
minimise the threat of invasive species to the environment, the
economy and human health in the Sea to Sky corridor, and 2015
was a busy year!
During 2015, staff, board members and society members met to
review our strategic direction and priorities, and agreed on five
goals under which the SSISC will develop and deliver programs
into the future. These goals are to:

1. FACILITATE THE FLOW OF EXTERNAL INFORMATION AND PROVIDE A SOURCE OF EXPERTISE ON INVASIVE
SPECIES

2. IMPROVE STAKEHOLDER COMMUNICATION, COLLABORATION, COORDINATION, AND INFORMATION
SHARING
3. RAISE AWARENESS (FOCUSSED ON BEHAVIOUR CHANGE) ABOUT INVASIVE SPECIES, THEIR IMPACTS, AND
MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES.
4. PREVENT NEW INVASIVE SPECIES FROM ARRIVING AND FOLLOW INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT FOR EARLY
DETECTION AND RAPID RESPONSE (EDRR) TO PREVENT THEIR ESTABLISHMENT IF AND WHEN THEY DO
ARRIVE.
5. MINIMIZE THE SPREAD OF EXISTING INVASIVE SPECIES THROUGH COORDINATED, INTEGRATED INVASIVE
SPECIES MANAGEMENT EFFORTS.
The SSISC actively worked towards these goals in 2015, carrying out Inventory, Control and Monitoring of invasive
species throughout the region, and delivering a variety of Education, Outreach & Training programs, as well as
collaborating with partners and stakeholders during 2015, all of which is detailed in this report.
In 2015, the SSISC worked with a variety of funders, and forged some new partnerships, increasing our budget by
approximately 56%. This allowed us to increase capacity and program delivery, employing seven full time staff in
the peak summer period.
Our achievements wouldn’t have been possible without the hard work and dedication of our staff and board
team. Thanks must go, in particular, to Sharon Watson, who after 4 years of digging up and spraying weeds for
SSISC, is moving on to other opportunities. Thank you Sharon, you will be missed!
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
INVASIVE PLANT FIELD PROGRAM
In 2015 we employed, trained and equipped 2 field crews to carry out
inventory, control and monitoring of invasive species during the 2015
summer (May – Oct). We were able to carry out both streams of our
program:
1) Early Detection Rapid Response for high priority species
2) Inventory, Control and Monitoring Program for more established
species

During the 2015 season we:









Carried out 521 surveys of 31 different species at 336 sites. This
includes 119 surveys at 87 new sites.
Surveyed and mapped a total of 1.7189 ha of invasive plants
Carried out 165 mechanical treatments at 143 sites, removing
0.2684 ha of invasive species
Carried out 166 chemical treatments at 104 sites, treating 1.5584 ha of invasive species
Carried out treatment monitoring at 41 sites
Monitored sites for re-growth in late summer and re-treated as necessary
Removed 44 sites of scotch broom north of the containment line and 24 sites south of the Depot Rd.
containment line.
Recorded all data in the provincial IAPP mapping application using the GISPro iPad app and Batch upload
tool.

Response rate to sightings:



We responded to 100% of sightings of high priority species. Some sites on private land were not treated
due to delays with obtaining landowner permission.
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INVASIVE ANIMALS FIELD PROGRAM
American Bullfrog Surveys
We received a report that American Bullfrogs had been heard calling in the Nexen Beach area of the Squamish
Estuary. American Bullfrogs are from the eastern part of north America, but are incredibly invasive in the west,
outcompeting and sometimes predating on native amphibians and their eggs. This was the first ‘sighting’ we have
had of bullfrogs in the Sea to Sky region, but it wouldn’t be surprising if
Photo Credit: E. Wind
they had made their way here, as they have become established in other
areas of the lower mainland. Thanks to funding from the Community
Foundation Of Whistler, we were able to consult with experts at Simon
Fraser University and carry out some call surveys in 2015 to monitor for
their presence at the Nexen Beach site. We were not able to confirm
presence of the bullfrog (i.e. we did not detect any bullfrog calls), however
we will continue to monitor sites with suitable habitat during 2016, to
ensure that we detect and remove these frogs if and when we find them.

EDUCATION & OUTREACH
In 2015, SSISC continued to work towards the goal of raising
awareness about invasive species, their impacts and
management strategies. SSISC staff attended and/or hosted
various events, workshops, training sessions and
presentations throughout the year, and provided over 4700
printed and electronic information resources to community
members and partners through our programs which are
outlined below.
This year, we were very grateful to receive funding to
purchase a SSISC branded pop-up tent and table cover which
increased our visibility at events throughout the year.
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Invasive-free Certification Program




2015 marks the 5th year that SSISC’s Invasive-free Certification Program for Horticulture, Landscaping and
Earthmoving businesses
We held 9 classroom style workshops in Squamish & Whistler, where we provided each participant with printed
materials, a USB loaded with electronic resources, and had plant samples available to see and touch.
103 individuals representing 21 companies/organisations participated in the program (achieving either initial or
re-certification), bringing the total number of companies certified since the program commenced to 40.

Yellow Flag Iris Patrol
After a successful pilot year in 2014, we continued the Yellow Flag Iris
Patrol education program for ecotourism providers in Whistler in 2015,
and also expanded the program to include companies based in
Squamish. We developed a one-page info sheet and webpage about
the program http://www.ssisc.info/home/yellow-flag-iris-patrol and
invited 10 ecotourism companies in Whistler and Squamish to
participate in the program.
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We provided training to guides from Canadian Wilderness Adventures, The
Adventure Group (Wedge Rafting), Backroads Whistler and the Sea To Sky
Adventure Company in 2015 which involved SSISC staff giving a short training
session and teaching canoe and rafting guides how to identify aquatic invasive
species like Yellow Flag Iris. Participants were provided with ID booklets and
laminated maps on which to mark new YFI sightings on.
We received positive feedback on the program, including one new sighting of
YFI at the entrance to the River of Golden Dreams, which our field crew were
able to go out and remove.

Pemberton’s Worst Weeds
During 2012 and 2013, SSISC worked with the Pemberton Farmers Institute and the
Pemberton Seed Potato Growers Association to identify activities that SSISC could
pursue that would help landholders to manage invasive plants on their land. These
groups identified 2 priority actions for the future: hosting of education and outreach
events, and the development of new locally-focused educational resources, focusing
on Pemberton’s 5 most problematic plants.
One of the issues identified by the Pemberton Farmers Institute and the Pemberton
Seed Potato Growers Association, was that the incentive to act is much stronger for
landholders who depend on their land for making a living. Weeds don’t
respect fence-lines, and in order to manage them effectively, all
neighbouring properties need to work together to stop the spread. In
Pemberton, where there are mixed land-uses, from agricultural to
residential to industrial and crown land, there is a varying degree of
awareness about invasive species and the damage they can cause.
Thanks to funding from the Community Foundation of Whistler in 201415, we were able to produce these resources and host a Community
Information Session in 2015 to
help address this issue, raising
awareness about Pemberton’s Worst Weeds.
We developed and distributed posters, fact sheets and published a page
on the SSISC website http://www.ssisc.info/home/pembertons-5-worstweeds. We also hosted a booth at the Pemberton Farmers Market during
July/August to distribute information, and we officially launched the
program at a Public Information Session at the Community Barn, with the
support of the Village of Pemberton. We connected with many
Pemberton residents at these events, and were able to share a lot of
information with them. We visited the One Mile Lake Nature Centre,

Village of Pemberton
Regular Council Meeting No. 1443
Tuesday, February 7, 2017
96 of 119

where we did a ‘weed walk’ with the kids, and promoted the program on social media during July and August. The
Whistler Question ran a story about the project which you can view here.

Plantwise
In 2015, we signed on as a Plantwise Ambassador with the
Invasive Species Council of BC, and delivered the Plantwise
message to gardeners at outreach events throughout the
summer. We distributed 728 Plantwise ‘Grow Me Instead’
printed resources and obtained 125 written and verbal
commitments from community members to grow, sell, buy or
gift only non-invasive plants.
2015 saw the launch of the new Plantwise website
(http://beplantwise.ca/) and smartphone app.

Alienbusters
Working in partnership with the Invasive Species Council of Metro Vancouver, the Coastal Invasive Species
Council, and the Lillooet Regional Invasive Species Society, we expanded the Alienbusters character set in 2015 to
help raise awareness about invasive species management.
http://www.alienbusters.ca/

Knot On My Property
Another collaborative program we worked on in 2015 was the ‘Knot On My Property’ landholders education
campaign. Building on the videos and website that were developed in previous years, we worked with
neighbouring regional invasive species councils, to publish regionally specific KOMP brochures and business cards
to give to landholders who wanted to find out more about knotweed control options.
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Presentations, Workshops & Outreach Booths at Events
In addition to those programs listed above, we hosted a variety of other outreach booths, presentations and
workshops during 2015 to raise awareness and understanding of invasive species, their impacts, and options for
control:









Information booth at Squamish & Pemberton Farmer’s Markets, Brackendale Fall Fair, Whistler’s Bioblitz,
BC Society of Landscape Architects Annual Conference, North American Invasive Species Management
Association (NAISMA) Conference and GoFest
Revegetation Station at Whistler’s Crafty By Nature
Participated in Capilano University - Butterfly Garden Weed Pull & Planting Event, Squamish River
Watershed Society Field Days,
Staff training for the Resort Municipality of Whistler (RMOW), District of Squamish (DOS), Miller Capilano
Maintenance Corp. and Sartori Environmental
Site tour for BC Ministry of Transportation and Miller Capilano Maintenance Corp staff
Guest lecture about Knotweed for Thompson Rivers University Invasive Species Biology (BIOL 4490) class
Presentation to Squamish First Nation Chief and Council, Lil’wat Nation staff, Squamish Lillooet Regional
District (SLRD) board and Agricultural Area Committee, RMOW Mayor and Council, DOS Mayor and
Council, Community Foundation of Whistler, 19 Mile Creek Townhomes Strata, Regional Invasive Species
Organisation’s Summer Tour, Pemberton Nature Centre Kids Camp, NAISMA conference attendees,

At these events, we distributed 4701 printed resources (e.g. Brochures, Booklets, ID guides, fact sheets,
distribution maps, caribiners, keyrings, kids activities, Certification course materials, stickers, truck decals &
posters); 2559 of which were developed by SSISC.
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Community Weed Pulls
We hosted 3 community weed pulls (one each in Squamish, Whistler and Pemberton), plus a weed pull for BC Parks at
Diamond Head during 2015, giving community members the opportunity to lend a hand in the fight against invasive
plants.
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News Media
We helped raise awareness about invasive species in the local news media in 2015, being mentioned in 7 local
new articles, and through the writing of a Naturespeak article about illegal dumping in the October 8th edition of
the Pique Newsmagazine.

Website & Social Media
We maintained an online presence, and further expanded online access to invasive species information by
regularly updating our website (www.ssisc.info), and posting to our Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, You Tube and
Pinterest profiles throughout 2015.
Our ‘I Spy In the Sea to Sky’ series, alerting Facebook followers to look out for certain species at different times of
the year was well received, with some posts reaching hundreds of people on social media.
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COORDINATION, CONSULTATION & ADMINISTRATION
In 2015, the SSISC worked to facilitate the flow of external information and provide a source of expertise on
invasive species; and to improve stakeholder communication, collaboration coordination and information sharing.
We did this through the following events, programs and activities:














SSISC’s 2015 AGM & Forum which featured guest speakers covering topics such as Fire Ants, Zebra &
Quagga Mussels, Yellow Flag Iris benthic barriers, Knotweed and development sites and the Plantwise
Program
Regional Strategy Session (held in February 2015), which led to the development of 5 year Strategic &
Operational Plans and the updating of the SSISC Priority Species List.
Communication with membership (quarterly e-Newsletters)
Participation in Regional Invasive Species Organisation working group
Collaboration with the Invasive Species Council of BC, and the BC Inter-Ministry Invasive Species Working
Group
Providing support for the BC provincial EDRR program
Report-A-Weed sighting verification
Attracting and securing varied funding
Reporting & Data Management
Professional Development and Staff Training
Governance and Policy Development
Partnership Building

New Partnerships formed in 2015:











MFLNRO Provincial Dam Interests: Hired us to treat a large knotweed infestation that was within a
project footprint up at the old Britannia Mine site.
BC Parks Enhancement Fund: Provided funding to SSISC to host a weed pull at Diamond Head.
Resort Municipality of Whistler – Parks Dept: Hired SSISC to treat 2 infestations of Japanese Knotweed
(compacta) horticultural variety in Whistler.
District of Squamish Engineering Dept.: Hired SSISC to treat knotweed at a number of engineering project
sites in Squamish.
Squamish Lillooet Regional District: After many years of requests, 2015 was the first year that the SLRD
provided funding to SSISC. The SLRD funded SSISC’s Partnership Program (Coordination, Education &
Outreach), and SISSC’s fee for service Inventory, Control and Monitoring Program on public and private
lands in Electoral areas C & D of the SLRD. This significant funding addressed large gaps in our program
coverage.
Village of Pemberton: The Village of Pemberton signed up to the SSISC’s Partnership Program for the first
time in 2015. SSISC provided Coordination, Education and Outreach to the Pemberton Community
including a community information session and resources from the Pemberton’s Worst Weeds program.
Woodfibre LNG: SSISC has been in contact with representatives from Woodfibre LNG to invite them to
participate in SSISC’s fee-for-service treatment program. There is a large (~2ha) knotweed infestation on
the proposed LNG site, and SSISC is making headway with Woodfibre re: a site visit in 2016 to provide a
quote.
EcoAction / RMOW / MOTI / SSISC: SSISC was granted funding through EcoAction for a 3 yr project
targeting Yellow Flag Iris in Whistler. The 3-year project involves cash and in-kind contributions from
various landowners (MOTI, RMOW and private landholders) for invasive plant removal and habitat
restoration of Whistler’s wetlands.
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American Friends of Whistler: The AFOW provided funding during 2015 to purchase a SSISC branded tent
and table cover for SSISC’s outreach booth.
Certification Program Participants: Of the 40 companies that have participated in SSISC’s Invasive-free
Certification Program for Landscaping, Earthmoving and Horticulture companies, 2 new companies
participated in 2015.
Ecotourism companies: 3 new companies participated in our Yellow Flag Iris Patrol education program for
ecotourism providers this year.
Plant sellers: We obtained commitments from 9 plant sellers in the Sea to Sky region who committed to
phasing out invasive plants from their shelves.
Environmental Consulting Company Training: Sartori Environmental hired SSISC to provide staff training
and to consult on projects with knotweed.
Fee for service program participants – 7 new private landowners which included developers, a private
gravel pit, and a number of private homeowners, hired SSISC to remove invasive plants from their lands
during 2015, increasing our revenue by approx. $11,500.
BC Society of Landscape Architects – the BCSLA selected SSISC as one of two recipients of a donation at
their annual conference which was held in Whistler in 2015. The BCSLA also asked SSISC to guest edit their
magazine, Sightlines, which we partnered with ISCBC to deliver.

Our Education, Outreach Coordination, Consultation and Admin Programs were funded by our Local &
Regional Government Partnership Program participants, provincial government partners and granting
partners. Thank you!
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Thanks also to our in-kind donors, program participants, collaborators and volunteers!
We look forward to working with you all in 2016.
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From: Jamee Justason [mailto:jjustason@ubcm.ca]
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2017 4:40 PM
Subject: LMLGA Call for Nominations for Executive and for Resolutions for 2017 AGM

Attn:
Mayor/Chair
Council/Board
Senior Staff
Dear LMLGA member local governments:
LMLGA members are invited to submit Resolutions for consideration at the upcoming AGM. The deadline for
submissions is Friday, March 24, 2017. Please find the attached Information and Template Package.
Lower Mainland local government elected officials are invited to run for a position on the LMLGA Executive.
The deadline for nominations is Friday, March 31, 2017. Please find the attached Information and
Nomination Form.
For more information about the 2017 AGM, please visit our web site: http://www.lmlga.ca/pages/events.php
Thank you,
Jamee Justason
Office Administrator
Interim Executive Coordinator LMLGA
Union of BC Municipalities
60 - 10551 Shellbridge Way
Richmond, BC V6X 2W9
Phone: 604-270-8226 ext.100
Email: jjustason@ubcm.ca
Website: www.ubcm.ca
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TO:

Mayor/Chair; Council/Board

FROM:

Councillor Chuck Puchmayr, LMLGA Past President

DATE:

January 27, 2017

RE:

2017 CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

Please include the following information on your next meeting agenda.
This circular is notice of the LMLGA Executive positions open for nomination, the
process and the procedures for nomination.
The deadline for receipt of your nomination is Friday, March 31.
Conference and AGM will be held on May 10-12, 2017 in Whistler.

The LMLGA

LMLGA is the collective voice for local government on the Lower Mainland, including
local governments in the Greater Vancouver Regional District, the Squamish-Lillooet
Regional District and the Fraser Valley Regional District. The membership elects
directors to the Executive during the Convention, and the Executive is charged with
ensuring that policy direction set by the general membership is carried forward. The
Executive also provides operational and policy direction to the LMLGA between
Conventions.

1.

POSITIONS OPEN TO NOMINATIONS

The following positions are open for nomination:
• President
• First Vice-President
• Second Vice-President
• Third Vice-President*
• Directors at Large (3 positions)*
*At the May 2015 conference, Resolution SR1 “Resolution to Amend the LMLGA Bylaws
to Change the Executive Structure” was endorsed by the membership. SR1 changed the
Executive structure to include a Third VP and eliminated one Director at Large position.
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2.

NOMINATION PROCESS AND QUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE

A candidate must be nominated by two elected officials of an LMLGA local government
member. The candidate must be an elected official of an LMLGA member.
Background information regarding the primary responsibilities and commitments of an
LMLGA Executive member is available upon request.
A nomination and consent form is attached and should be used for all nominations.
The Chair of the 2017 Nominating Committee is Councillor Chuck Puchmayr, Past
President.
3.

NEXT STEPS

It is part of the duties of the Nominating Committee to review the credentials of each
candidate. A Report on Nominations including, at the candidate's option, a photo and
200-word biography will be prepared under the direction of the Nominating Committee
and distributed in the LMLGA Convention Newsletter, which is distributed on-site at the
conference. It is not the responsibility of LMLGA to edit applicant materials to make
them suitable for print. If materials are not provided on time and print ready, LMLGA
reserves the right not to include them in the newsletter.
To be included in the Convention Newsletter, send your current photo, biography
and completed nomination form to:
jjustason@ubcm.ca AND cpuchmayr@newwestcity.ca
With subject line: LMLGA Nomination Package – “applicant name”
Deadline: March 31, 2017
4.

FINAL COMMENTS

The nomination process does not change the process allowing candidates to be
nominated off the floor at the Convention. That process remains in place. The process
outlined above provides for those that are interested in seeking office to be directly
nominated prior to the Convention.
5.

FURTHER INFORMATION

The attached consent form is available online at lmlga.ca. All other inquiries should be
directed to:
Councillor Chuck Puchmayr, Past President
Chair, 2017 Nominating Committee
c/o LMLGA
60-10551 Shellbridge Way
Richmond, BC V6X 2W9
Email: cpuchmayr@newwestcity.ca
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NOMINATIONS FOR THE 2017 LMLGA EXECUTIVE
We are qualified under the LMLGA Constitution to nominate1 a candidate and we
nominate:
Name of nominee:
Local government position (Mayor/Councillor/Director):
Local government represented:
LMLGA Executive office nominated for:
Printed Name
of nominator:

Printed Name
of nominator:

Position:

Position:

Local Gov’t:

Local Gov’t:

Signature:

Signature:
CONSENT FORM

I consent to this nomination and attest that I am qualified to be a candidate for the office
I have been nominated to pursuant to the LMLGA Constitution2. I also agree to provide
the following information to the Chair, LMLGA Nominating Committee (c/o LMLGA
Office) by March 31, 2017.
§
§

2”x3” Photo (high resolution)
Biographical information. The maximum length of such information shall be 200 words.

Printed Name:
Running for (position):
Local Government:
Signature:
Date:
1

Nominations require two elected officials of members of the Association.

2

All nominees of the Executive shall be elected representatives of a member of the Association.

Return to: Chair, 2017 Nominating Committee
c/o LMLGA, 60-10551 Shellbridge Way, Richmond, BC V6X 2W9
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TO:

Mayor/Chair; Council/Board

FROM:

Jason Lum, LMLGA President (Interim)

DATE:

January 27, 2017 (5 pages total)

RE:

2017 RESOLUTIONS - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Please include the following information on your next meeting agenda.
The LMLGA Conference and AGM will be held on May 10 – 12, 2017 in Harrison Hot
Springs and we are now accepting resolutions from the membership. The deadline
for receipt of your resolutions is Friday, March 24, 2017.
We encourage LMLGA members to submit their resolutions to the LMLGA for debate,
rather than submitting them to UBCM. This is also the process preferred by UBCM.
LMLGA-endorsed resolutions on province-wide issues are submitted automatically to
UBCM for consideration at the UBCM Convention. Resolutions received from the
LMLGA, and supported by our membership as a whole, tend to hold more weight than
those that are submitted by individual communities.
DEADLINE FOR RESOLUTIONS
All resolutions must be received in the LMLGA office by: FRIDAY, MARCH 24, 2017.
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Resolutions submitted to the LMLGA for consideration shall be submitted as follows:
• one copy of the resolution via email to Jamee Justason at jjustason@ubcm.ca with subject
header “Resolution-title of your resolution” or, in the case of multiple resolutions, subject
header “Resolution-X number enclosed”;
• include a cover letter as an attachment outlining how many resolutions you have sent and
the title of each resolution;
• each resolution should not contain more than two "whereas" clauses; and
• background documentation must accompany each resolution submitted, when available,
and should be labeled “Background-Name of Resolution”.
You WILL receive an email notification that your resolution has been received
within one week of receipt. If you do not receive an email confirmation,
please call Jamee Justason at 604-270-8226, Ext. 100.
Sponsors should be prepared to introduce their resolutions on the Convention floor.
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LMLGA Resolutions Notice & Instructions

LATE RESOLUTIONS
a.

Resolutions submitted following the expiry of the regular deadline (March 24) shall be
considered "Late Resolutions" and must comply with all other submission requirements.
Late resolutions must be received by LMLGA no later than 12 noon on Monday, May 8,
2017.

b.

Late resolutions shall be considered for discussion after all resolutions printed in the
Resolutions Book have been debated.

c.

Late resolutions are deemed to be appropriate for discussion only if the topic is such that
it has arisen since or was not known prior to the regular deadline date for submission of
resolutions.

d.

In the event that a late resolution is recommended to be admitted for discussion LMLGA
shall produce sufficient copies for distribution at the Convention.
SUBMIT RESOLUTIONS TO:
LMLGA
60-10551 Shellbridge Way
Richmond, BC V6X 2W9
Phone: (604) 270-8226 ext. 100
Fax:
(604) 270-9116
Email: jjustason@ubcm.ca

THE RESOLUTIONS PROCESS
1. Members submit their resolutions to Area Association for debate.
2. The Area Association submits the endorsed resolutions of provincial interest to UBCM.
3. The UBCM Resolution Committee reviews the resolutions submitted for consideration at the
UBCM Convention.
4. Endorsed resolutions at the UBCM Convention are conveyed to the appropriate order of
government, or relevant organization, for responses.
5. Once the responses have been conveyed to the UBCM they are forwarded to the sponsor
for their review.
GUIDELINES FOR PREPARING RESOLUTIONS
The Construction of a Resolution:
All resolutions contain a preamble and enactment clause. The preamble describes the issue
and the enactment clause outlines the action being requested. A resolution should answer the
following three questions:
• What is the problem?
• What is causing the problem?
• What is the best way to solve the problem?

2
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LMLGA Resolutions Notice & Instructions

Preamble:
The preamble commences with a recital, or "WHEREAS", clause. This is a concise sentence
about the nature of the problem or the reason for the request. It should clearly and briefly outline
the reasons for the resolution.
The preamble should contain no more than two "WHEREAS" clauses. If explaining the problem
requires more than two “WHEREAS” clauses, then provide supporting documents to describe
the problem more fully. Do not add extra clauses.
Enactment Clause:
The enactment clause begins with the words "THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED". It must convey
the resolution's intent, and should propose a specific action by LMLGA.
Keep the enactment clause as short as possible, and clearly describe the action being
requested. The wording should leave no doubt about the proposed action.
How to Draft a Resolution:
1.
Address one specific subject in the text of the resolution.
Since your community seeks to influence attitudes and inspire action, limit the scope of a
resolution to one specific subject or issue. Delegates will not support a resolution if the issues it
addresses are too complex for them to understand quickly.
2.
Use simple, action-oriented language and avoid ambiguous terms.
Explain the background briefly and state the desired action clearly. Delegates can then consider
the resolution without having to struggle with complicated text or vague concepts.
3.
Provide factual background information.
Even a carefully constructed resolution may not clearly indicate the problem or the action being
requested. Where possible, provide factual background information to ensure that the "intent" of
the resolution is understood.
Two types of background information help to clarify the "intent" of a resolution:
i Supplementary Memo:
A brief, one-page memo from the author, that outlines the background that led to the
presentation and adoption of the resolution by the local government.
ii

Council/Board Report:
A report on the subject matter, presented to council or board in conjunction with the
resolution. If it is not possible to send the entire report, then extract the essential
background information and submit it with the resolution.

Resolutions submitted without adequate background information will not be considered until the
sponsor has been consulted and has provided documentation outlining the intent of the
resolution.
4.
Construct a brief, descriptive title.
A title assists to identify the intent of the resolution and eliminates the possibility of
misinterpretation. It is usually drawn from the "enactment clause" of the resolution.

3
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LMLGA Resolutions Notice & Instructions

For ease of printing in the Annual Report and Resolutions Book and for clarity of intent, a title
should be no more than three or four words.
5. Check legislative references for accuracy.
Where necessary, identify:
• the correct jurisdictional responsibility (e.g., ministry or department within the provincial
or federal government)
• the correct legislation, including the name of the Act
6. Focus on issues that are relevant to all LMLGA members.
The issue identified in the resolution should be relevant to other local governments in the
LMLGA. This will support proper debate on the issue and assist LMLGA or UBCM to represent
your concern effectively to the provincial or federal government on behalf of all local
governments.
7. Avoid repeat resolutions.
In the past, resolutions have come back year after year on the same topic. Elected officials and
staff are encouraged to search the UBCM Resolutions database available though the website at
www.ubcm.ca. Click on the “Resolutions and Policy” tab at the top of the page. It will be
possible to locate any resolutions on the same topic that have been considered in the past and
what the response has been. Endorsed resolutions are part of the advocacy agenda and
duplicates are not required.
8.

Ensure that your own local government’s process for consideration, endorsement,
and conveyance of resolutions to LMLGA/UBCM is followed.

UBCM GOLD STAR AND HONOURABLE MENTION RESOLUTIONS
The Gold Star and Honourable Mention resolution recognition initiative was launched at the
2003 Convention, and is intended to encourage excellence in resolutions drafting and to assist
UBCM members in refining their resolutions in preparation for submission to the annual UBCM
Convention.
To be awarded Gold Star or Honourable Mention recognition, a resolution must meet the
standards of excellence established in the following Gold Star Resolutions Criteria, which are
based on the resolution:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Resolution must be properly titled.
Resolution must employ clear, simple language.
Resolution must clearly identify problem, reason and solution.
Resolution must have two or fewer recital (WHEREAS) clauses.
Resolution must have a short, clear, stand-alone enactment (THEREFORE) clause.
Resolution must focus on a single subject, must be of local government concern provincewide and must address an issue that constitutes new policy for UBCM.
7. Resolution must include appropriate references to policy, legislation and regulation.
8. Resolution must be submitted to the relevant Area Association prior to UBCM Convention.
If you have any questions, please contact Jamee Justason by email at jjustason@ubcm.ca or by
calling (604) 270-8226 ext. 100.

4
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LMLGA Resolutions Notice & Instructions

MODEL RESOLUTION
SHORT TITLE:
Local Government Name
WHEREAS

_____
;

AND WHEREAS
:
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that
.
(Note: A second resolve clause if it is absolutely required should start as follows:)
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that

5
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Box 100 | 7400 Prospect Street
Pemberton, BC V0N 2L0
P: 604.894.6135 | F: 604.894.6136
Email: admin@pemberton.ca
Website: www.pemberton.ca

OPEN QUESTION PERIOD POLICY
THAT the following guidelines for the Open Question Period held at the conclusion of the
Regular Council Meetings:
1) The Open Question Period will commence after the adjournment of the Regular Council
Meeting;
2) A maximum of 15 minutes for the questions from the Press and Public will be permitted,
subject to curtailment at the discretion of the Chair if other business necessitates;
3) Only questions directly related to business discussed during the Council Meeting are
allowed;
4) Questions may be asked of any Council Member;
5) Questions must be truly questions and not statements of opinions or policy by the
questioner;
6) Not more than two (2) separate subjects per questioner will be allowed;
7) Questions from each member of the attending Press will be allowed preference prior to
proceeding to the public;
8) The Chair will recognize the questioner and will direct questions to the Councillor whom
he/she feels is best able to reply;
9) More than one Councillor may reply if he/she feels there is something to contribute.

Approved by Council at Meeting No. 920
Held November 2, 1999
Amended by Council at Meeting No. 1405
Held September 15, 2015

Village of Pemberton
Regular Council Meeting No. 1443
Tuesday, February 7, 2017
119 of 119

