
 
VILLAGE OF PEMBERTON 

-COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING AGENDA- 
 
Agenda for the Committee of the Whole of Council of the Village of Pemberton to be held Tuesday, 
February 9, 2010 at 3:00 pm (or immediately following the Public Works and Parks Committee 
meeting) in the White Building, 7400 Prospect Street.    This is meeting No. 034 
    
Time Item of Business Page No. 
   

3:00 p.m. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER  
 

 

   
 2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Recommendation: THAT the agenda be approved as presented. 

 

 

   
 3. School District 48 (Sea to Sky) Proposed Policies  

Permanent School Closures and Disposal Policy 
Acquisition of Land or Improvements Policy 

 
Recommendation: THAT Council review School District No. 48 (Sea 
to Sky) policies: Permanent School Closures (905.1 & R905.1); and 
Disposal and Acquisition of Land or Improvements (R905.2) and 
provide comments for referral to the School District; 
 
AND THAT the Village schedules a meeting with the School Board No. 
48 to discuss their existing land holdings and future development plans 
in the Pemberton area. 

 
 

2 

 
 

 
4. IN CAMERA 
 
 

THAT pursuant to Section 90(1) (k) of the Community Charter, the 
Council of the Village of Pemberton serve notice to hold an In-Camera 
Meeting on today’s date for the purpose of dealing with matters for which 
the public shall be excluded from attending. 

 
 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
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REPORT TO COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Date:  February 9, 2010 Received by Council  
 

Meeting No. 
 

Date 

 
From:  Caroline Lamont, Manager of Development Services 
                      
Subject:   School District 48 (Sea to Sky) Proposed Policies 

Permanent School Closures and Disposal Policy 
Acquisition of Land or Improvements Policy 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

THAT Council review School District No. 48 (Sea to Sky) policies: Permanent School 
Closures (905.1 & R905.1); and Disposal and Acquisition of Land or Improvements 
(R905.2) and provide comments for referral to the School District; 
 
AND THAT the Village schedules a meeting with the School Board No. 48 to discuss 
their existing land holdings and future development plans in the Pemberton area. 

 
PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this report is to outline and provide comments related to School District No. 48 
regarding two proposed policies that consider permanent school closures and disposal and 
acquisition of land or improvements. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
The Village recently received a “Policy Impact Form” from School District No. 48 (Sea to Sky) 
relating to Permanent School Closures (905.1 & R905.1) and Disposal and Acquisition of Land 
or Improvements (R905.2).  The School Board has requested the Village’s comments relating to 
the affect, difficulties and/or 
unreasonable demands the proposed 
directions may have on 
municipal/community resources. 
 
The Village currently has two school 
sites owned by the School Board, within 
their jurisdiction:  Signal Hill Elementary 
and Pemberton High School.  The high 
school site also includes a large parcel 
of land immediately to the east of the 
Arn Canal that is part of the existing 
school site but currently not formally 
utilized for school functions.  The School 
Board also owns the old high school site 
(Meadows Community Centre) that is 
located within the Squamish Lillooet 
Regional District, immediately north of the Village boundary. 
 

Village of Pemberton 
Committee of the Whole 
Meeting No. 034 
Tuesday, February 9, 2010 
2 of 15



School District 48 (Sea to Sky) Proposed Policies 
Report to Committee of the Whole 
February 9, 2010 
 
POLICY OVERVIEW 
 
The proposed policies consider permanent school closures and the disposal and acquisition of 
land or improvements.  The following briefly references the policies and provides staff’s 
comments: 
 

R905  Disposition of Sites and Closures  
R905.1  Permanent School Closure   
 
These policies are included as Appendix A. They identify the criteria for closures, public 
board meeting requirements, public consultation, opportunities for displace students, 
notification of the Minister, and disposition of equipment and materials.  Staff’s 
comments are as follows: 
 

1. Criteria 
 Note that the school need only meet “any” (meaning “one”) of the criteria.  At 

best this criteria seems to favour discretionary decisions by the board, 
particularly given the catchall “e) other criteria that in view of the Board 
should be considered”. 

 a) are there minimum travel distances that students are to travel, by age. 
 

2. Public Consultation 
 it would be helpful to have a clear timeline for the milestones within 

consultation period, to ensure that there is adequate notice to prepare for the 
public consultation opportunity. 

 
4. Public Meeting 

 Many schools have certain improvements that have been contributed by the 
local community and government.  The public consultation process should 
include this in the matters to be discussed and decided on.   

 
7. Disposition of Equipment & Materials 

 The tentative plans prepared by the Secretary Treasurer should be made 
available to the public and part of the public consultation discussions 

 
R905 Buildings & Sites 
R905.2 Disposal and Acquisition of Land or Improvements  
 (In Whole or in Part)       

 
These policies are included as Appendix B.  They identify the statutory requirements, 
alternative community use, other disposals of land or improvements, bylaw 
requirements, and the disposal process.  Staff’s comments are as follows: 

 
Definitions 

“District” should be defined as the School District as not to be confused with a 
municipal entity. 
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School District 48 (Sea to Sky) Proposed Policies 
Report to Committee of the Whole 
February 9, 2010 
 

1. General 
 It appears that the disposition of land and improvements must be in 

accordance with the School Act with Ministerial Order M193/08.2 including 
that in the community interest. 

 
2. ? 

 There is a number error or a missing header. 
 
3. Alternative Community Use:  Lease of Under 10 Years 

 It appears that the Board can dispose of land or improvements by way of a 
lease for a period of under 10 years if it is for alternative community use 
without Ministerial approval.  There is no other mention as whether an agency 
or organization for an alternative community use would be treated differently 
in the sale of the property (refer to 6 below) 

  
4. Other Disposals of Land or Improvements 

 More clarity would be helpful with regard to the process timeline and 
milestones.  How long is the consultation, what initiatives or comprises the 
consultation? 

 
6. Disposal Process 

 It appears that the School District does not want to be a developer but rather 
will prepare the property for land sale only.  The disposal process for non-
education or community use will be through a public tender or competitive 
bidding process... 

 More clarity is needed in the case where the School Board may be disposing 
of the land  

 There appears to be no provision or mention of land trade of similar value 
perhaps for a community or educational purpose. 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
This report highlights some of the comments and questions raised by staff with regard to the 
proposed School District policies.  It is important that upon reviewing these policies the Village 
should recognize that there have been preliminary discussions in the community with regard to 
the use of certain School District owned lands for the following: 
 

 Moving the bus barn to the Industrial Park (perhaps swap with Village owned 
lands); 

 Acquiring the existing playing fields at the old High School site for community 
uses; and 

 Intensifying the use of the lands and improvements on the eastern portion of the 
Pemberton High School (east of the Arn Canal) for non-school use as to cover 
costs of other School District initiatives. 

 
BUDGET IMPACT 
 
At this time staff does not see any direct budget impacts of this policy, unless the Village was 
interested in purchasing or leasing school property.   
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School District 48 (Sea to Sky) Proposed Policies 
Report to Committee of the Whole 
February 9, 2010 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that Council review these policies and provide comments for referral to the 
School District.  Further it is recommended that the Village schedule a meeting with the School 
Board to discuss their existing land holdings and future development plans. 
 
 
Appendices 
 

Appendix A - Permanent School Closures (905.1 & R905.1) 
Appendix B - Disposal and Acquisition of Land or Improvements (R905.2) 
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